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Wednesday 7™ June 2026

A long time ago | bought a newar tyre for the Enfield Meteor as | thought the old onesweorn out
having done about 6000 miles. However when the new tyre chraelisedthat this particular design
does not have &entral groove so it was probably legal and safe to use; inderthgequentlypassed
anMoT without comment. t@ now done 700 milesandstill lookslegal butl decided it was pointless
soldieringon with an old tyre when | had a new ok#n the shel@| watched a video about remng the
rear wheel on the Meteor and it actually came out fairly easily. dtsvback is that they are tubets
tyres and not really something you can tackt home without risking danggng the rimsor yourself. So
this morning | took the wheel to CastCombe where a very nice man called Mamoved the old tyre,
fitted the new one alongvith anew valve and evehalancedt for the princely am of £15. knjoyeda
cup of tea withbacon rollandspent an houwatchingthe track dayboys and girlsMuch easier than
fitting the tyre myself.

Tha wasthe easy bit, back home it took me tveweatyhoursto get the wheebackin the bike
properly. 1@ really & man job so | had to improvise usiagatchet strap to hold it in pgtion to get the
spindle located. All done now and not a job | expeadacagain in durry. It took me 4 years to wear
the firsttyre outsounlikelyl will keep it long enough to wear out a second.

Tuesda 16" June 2026

The next WRRTGrent is the Heradrd on the Ede (HOTE for short) on 28une. Thisis quite a
challenge as you hauo visit at least 22 of the&locations plus the 4 Cardinal checkpoitdgyet an
award. And whaB the point of entering if yoR 2 yplriifor an awardThe final instruction arrivelhst
Saturday and | have spemtanyhours plotting all the locationsroMemoryMapand working outhe
route. | have now completed the tde card so now | have to decigdhat which bike to ridd.original
entered the MS¥elocette which | useduccessfullyn 202. However,igen that | used thd976TS125
in therecentsignpost rally really need to ride something in the 191990 ageband. | agonised fo
ages as | have a choicetlbé Hnda CB400T(1979) thElL00E (1983andthe Serow (1989). Not
forgettingthe 1981 MZ Supa5 which has dahe event at least 4 times alreadydor®think | have
used it since the Colombres rally in 2023 and the state of it suggested this was the case. However, a
couple of hous later it looked a different bike and itstarted first kick on what must be very ptti®l.
So | rode to Tes&@and filled the tak then tookit for a short ridelt ran perfectly sai K I thie RIGTE
bike sorted.

Monday 15" June2026

And now br somethingotally different. |am a member of the West Wilts Society of Model Engineers
(WWSME for short) which | may have mentioned before. Anyway | have a couglgafdebattery
locos and a §gaugesteam loco under construction havealwayspondered building a track at home as
we have dargishgarden. Indeed | actually built about 110ft of ground letrelck a while ago but never
resolved how to actually lay it withoutwasing garden maintenanceglems. § the track had been
lying ihused on the patidor several yeard-or many years the club had taken its portablseditrack

to village fetes andudlike as a means of iang money for club fundsloweve, runningmonthly open
days at our venueow raises far mre money and was much simple&r magae so the committee
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decided earlier this yeathat we would no longer support external events and the portable equipment
would be mothballed or disposed of. Long story short, the portable track is now in my garden and | am
in the proces®f laying it.The track is 180ft long in total and fits wathout 10ft to spareStill a lot of

work today because once ladit it has to bestraightenedandlevelled¢ my garden is far from flat. So

this will be kegoing me occupiedior while ¢ but good fun:

t

FER

Sunday 14 June 2026

Todk the MOV Velo to Henstridge today for the Wessex WBiVthe beaded Edge RQsadly oly 5
people entered and none wetteelt drive or running beaded edge tyrdswas a pleasant 37 mile route
but you had to keep a wary eymit for potholes so not much scope for sightseeamgl |1 probably
missed a lotThe bike went very well and the modified oil system with a tap ertstirat the oil
circulated properly and most of it stayed inside this tifNet sure i | mentioned it beforebut with the
MAC due to go ia few weekd havedecidedto keep the MOV.

Tuesday 8 June 2026



Thepicture shows the MZ trail bike and the Velocette Viper loaded inttaek of myan and today |
delivered them to Richafd home in Shrewsburirhat should keep him out of mischief fawhile. The
journey was not wihout its problems as the road from BridgenorthSbrew$ury was closed requiring
a tedious 25 mile detouand | had to find aifferent way home | shall sleep well tonight.
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Thursday & June 2026
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grounds readyor the public running day th Saturday and ferrying Mrs F to appointments. However,

one of these was with the consultant who did her kmeplacement; he was very pleased with her

progress and has cleared her to drive which should make life easier.

There has been some progress on the selling front. Wim Van Hove who bought the BSA Sloper last year
has made an offer on the MAC Velo whichvéaccepted. And someone seems genuinely interested in

the Honda CB400T though he has yet to come and see it. In terms of disposals, my eldest son Richard
has now finished his new shed and is jpoaition to house the MZ and Viper which | am giving him.
Nowthat Mrs F is much improved | may well be able to deliver the bikes to him some time over the next
week or so.

The only garage therapy this week has been on the MZ TS250 project. | finally put sbiméhie tank
to get it running for the first timeHowever, before | could get round to trying it | had to deal with a
leaking fel tap and thena leaking carburettor. The former necessitated removing the fuel tank. The
latter required removing the old carb a late type BVF and replacing it with a PWK ctirlopBeations



were successful and the bike now start easily and seems to run ok. Between showers | managed a few
laps of the Orchard which identified a banging noise which turned out to be the silencer being too close
to the s/arm. | fixed it temporarilydtt it needs a bit more adjustment for a permanent fix. | am hoping
that Mark Redding will produce the dating certificate soon so that | can get it registered with DVLA.

Sunday 31 May 2026

Today it was the Costwold Signpost Trial based at Queningtagevhall. Its about 50 miles from home
and as | had entered on the TS125 | decided to take it up in the van. The organiser Staplhéad

sent out the picture clues about 10 days ago so | had already located all the signposts with the help of
Google Maps and created my route. There are 16 locations but you are only allowed to visit (or rather
count) 10. The instructions stated that there were bonus marks for each control and hinted that these
were based on distance from the start/finish but did notwadty specify the marks. | was aware that the
route might need some fine tuning on the day but in the end | only had to adjust two of them the first
and the last as it happened so for the bulk of the day | was able to follow my printed route card. The
little bike went really well and was ideal for the route | chose, mostly country lanes avoiding the A40
entirely though | did have to cross it twice. Finding the answers at a couple of locations took a bit of time
but as far as | know | got them all answeredrectly and was back by 1®%r tea and some very nice
cakes. There was a quiz later on whigds pretty tough, The winner only managed 9 out of 20 so | was
happy to manage 7 right answers. As far as | know the quiz was only a tie breaker but weeshakis

the results are publishedddderdum: | made a iigtake in selecting the locations and missed one worth



5 so was 2 marks dowoverall.However, it was enagh to get me secondlacein the Post 75 class so |
finally have some points in the WRRESLUIts.

The bike itself performed really well starting first or second kick after each checkpoint except the last
where | spent %2 hour or so talking to Robert Rendell and eating part of my lunch. When it was time to go
it wouldn@start even after 5 kicks but since we were at the top of a hill | simply paddled off, dropped

the clutch when we were going reasonably quickly and it immediately started. There were two other
minor obsenations. The clutch was dragging when it waglaghich is common on these bikes. | will

give it an oil change using thinner gear oil. The front brakechwworks fine for normal ridingeemed

to lackbite when | had to brake hard for a car coming the other way on a single track road. | do have a
spake Honda brake which | may fit though this is probably overkill for such a light bike. Otherwise | think
it will be fine for the White Horse Scatter in Jiyen tempted to use it for the Hereford on the Edge

event.

Friday 29" May 2026

LQ@S R2 Yy §fbike trifsithisovSekDh Tuesday it was the monthly coffee morning; this time at
the Sleight Golf Club on the Andover road outside Devizes. Only a dozen or so attended as it we very
hot, circa 32c by all accounts. | rode the VT500 but with a differentiRégimirror which gave me a

better view of the road behind. The stem on original mirror is a bit too short so mostly | could only see
my elbow.

On Wednesday | rode the long way round to the Flying Monk café near Hullavington to met up with a
ScottishcdzLJX S WSl ySidS FyR w2aa ¢gK2 gSNB R2Ay3 | aLRy
(LEJoG for short) About 10 of us turned up to meet them and so far they had managed well in spite pf

the heat. | rode the Meteor as my left foot was giving trouble agaid the heel/toe gear chnage of the

Meteor was more comfortable.

On Thursday | decided to get the MAC Velo out of the shed and see if it woulld actually started

fairly easily even though it has not been used for at least a couple of years. Pieailyyit started to

become difficult to start Wwenit was warmer. | putih Yy Sg LJ dzZ3 6 KA OK RBURY Qi &S¢
eventually found it would start if | gave it a tiny tickle before kicking. Nothing venture nothing gained |

decided to ride it to Yabn Keynell for the VMCC section meeting; about 15 miles each way, It ran really
gStt YR dzytA1S Y2aid +Stz2a Ad ¢l a Srae (2 FAYR y.
territory a little when | came to ride it home and started first kick.dwdt have been suspicious at that

more.On the way home it seemed to be running well, very responsive and happy to cruis®atwbth

plenty in hand. | may even have touchedtgfly on the Melksham bypasSadly however, | decided

that the MAC, nicehtough it is no longer appeals to me and is a candidate for disposal. It is now

advertised on MarketPlace.

Monday 25" May 2026

Sundaywas the date othe Dorset SectionGiants Run. Bit sad not to be riding but | cancelled my entry

partly because the MOWas not running well and partly because ¢ a8y Qi &adz2NE aNhkR C O2
long. The event is normally oversubscribed so by cancelling my entry it would give a place to someone

on the reserve list. That was the theory but in practise | was wrongd fhe MOV and Mrs F is doing

really well so | could have taken pgrah well. So | rode the VT500 down to Spires farm to spectate.



They offer two routes one about 40 miles and the other near 70. This year the long route went down to

the coast and | felthat was more than | wanted to do on what transpired to be the hottest May day on

record. So | followed lan Clarke in his Morgamteler on the short route which went north. Trickly
GKNRdzZAK GKS yINNRBg fIySa 7TNIy]| tedperatiréigauf@siiggeswzO K F dz
it was not impressed either. So when we got to Mere | headed for home via the Deverills and had a
blast.Once the bike was running at sensible speeds on open roads the temperature dropped to normal

a2 L GKAY 1 XianhQfihe &ayatart riding @ndl thévery tot dajo my surprise | was back

by 1pm in time for lunch. Bike went well failne hestitation is still present anddnce again proved hard

to start when | stalled it at East Stour. The good news howevertshbdike returned over 80mpg on
itsfirsttankfuf @ {2 L R2y Qd (KA Yy | Foiitle$bhident A ain goirdg® Hve withdhe 3 6 A
issue.

Today | got the spare Honda key | bought on eBay. It was the right one and opened the helmet lock fine

but the shank was too short for the ignition lock which is recessed under a cover. After some judicious
FAEAY3IE L YIFIyYyF3ISR (2 YI1S AG FAG YR A0Qa y26 KAI
original.

On Saturday | decided the CB400T waskalyl to get used much now | have the VT500 so | put an ad on

al Nl SGLJX I OSd ! adadatf ARA2G NBaLRyasSa FNRY LIS2LX S |
clearly answered in the advert description. Then you hear nothing. One guy indicatezhbexivto view

so | gave him contact details. Eventuallyd it was too hothe would wait until it cooled dowr.doubt |
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responds. Why is selling a bike stressful these days.

Friday 22 May 2026

I went on the VMCC West Wilts Section @aring yesteday riding the VT500E to giveaitonger ride.

We met at Morrsions on the Chippenham bypass and meandered fordQeaailes to a café called the

Wild Olive between Cirencester and South Cerney. The bike went well overall butdstiieHzestation

from low throttle openings. | was hoping that a longer run would improve matters but seemingly the
opposite is true. | sted the engine at a Xroads in Minety and the bike was very reluctant to start. It
churned away for ages then finally came back to life. When we got to the coffee stop | turned the motor
off and immediately tried a restart with the same result. So | dketio have my coffee and see what
happened when it was time to leave. | was halfway resigned to calling for resduédid start, to
headingstraight for home.

However, the engine started without a fuss but as usual taking a few seconds before dhiming

cylinders. Sgas | had booked lunch which | would probably have to pay anyvaggded to follow the

route to the lunch stop at the Freke Arms near Highworth. It still had the hesitation but otherwise ran
fine. An houror so later the bike agm started easily. The others were heading to Oaksey for afternoon
tea but | decided to skip this and | followed them to Ashton Keynes before heading directly home. Other
than the hesitation, the bike ran really well and is a joy to rideal mileage fothe day was just over

100 and it did not get to reserve. | shall fill the tank on Sunday and work out whebinhg.

The following is a list of whateeds attention:

- Tappets checked/adjusted



- Rear wheel out to inspect the swinging arm repait/repainasessary.

- Try to fix the trip resent button, it does nothing at the moment.

- Remove the carband look for any obvious faultsam pretty sure the problem is carb
rather than ignition related.

- Check the plugs

- Rebuilt the carb to spec and tune.

- Spare key dnly have one at present.

- Fit RH wing mirror with longer arm

I have been avidly studying videos about working on the carbs for the VT500. Have not found any yet
about the VT500E specifically but there are lots on the VT500C (the custom version) arasd<ctar

see they are very similar. All the video agree that getting the carbs of the bike and back again is a
struggle; we shall see

Yesterday | got the final instructions for the Cotswold Signpost Rally. | have now plotted all the locations

and workedout a route for 10 which | hope will be the high scoring ones. Total mileage will be circa 65
FaadzyAy3a L R2y Qi 3ASG (22 t2ad009 t NPGARSR GKS ¢{ mi
enough time to get round. Looking forward to it. This béimy first WRRTC event for 2026 having

missed out the Cheddar and Felix Burke trials.

Saturday 18 May 2026

| rode the VT500 to the VMCC meeting at Yatton Keynell on Thursday evening. Lovely bike to ride
though | think | need to look at the carbs. Itsha hesitation at low throttle openings, strangely like the

the Serow had after the ignition system was replaced. | cured that by raising the slide needle one notch
to richen the mixture at the bottom end. | suspect that weakness is behind the VT500tibeditat the
needle is fixed on these carbs so it will be something else. Though they look very complicated because
they are essentially two carbs in one casting, in practise they are pretty straightforward and | had the
benefit of rebuilding the one thatame with the VT700 spares. The hard part will probably be getting
GKSY 2FF (GKS o0A1S a2 LQftft 2dzad Lzl dzLd gAGK AG F21
odd jobs on the VT500 mainly to get it set up my way. The gear lever hasdjasted to give more
clearance for by boot rubbed down the centre stand and sprayed it to combat some minor rust and |
solved the problem of the missing main beam. It was not the bulb but a sticky contact in the dipswitch
cured by a dose of WD40 andnse energetic switching. The Qil filter arrived today so | have done an oll
change and for the record the mileage is 269681so drained and refilled the final drive with hypoy 90
gear oil. | think the tappets may need doing whighest to leave that util | tackle the carb strip as

both jobs require the tank to be removed. And right now the tank is full.

Another small job today was to unwarp the TS125 from its winter hibernation. The bike is entered for

the Cotswold Signpost Trial on*3Way. It startel easily and sounds fine so all | needed to do was fill the
tank and check the tyres, they needed very little air. This bike is low maintenance as it runs the Vape
electronic system and is set wp run without requiring a battery.

Yesterday | put the MOV Velocette onto Marketplace to see if | could find a buyer. This morning | found

5 messages asking if the bike was available and when could they view it. | replied to all and in a couple of
cases gave the address as they wanted éawthis afternoon. Not heard a dicky bird from anyone so

far. Why do people do waste their time and mine asking if its available if they have no serious intention



of even coming to look at it. Very irritatimgh ¥ L R2y Qi 3IS G | y & | villpaidydza A y i
pull the advert and keep the bike.

By raisngThursday 14 May 2026

A long delay in updating as | have been somewhat preoccupied with caring for Mrs F after her knee
replacement procedure. Between housework, cooking, laundry and shotipng has been little time
for bike projects. However, | have managed a few tasks to keep the fleet rolling which | summarise
below though not necessarily in the order in which they were tackled.

¢KS | I YFKF { SNP'#ayslt passea Butwititaolisgfvation on a slight play in the fion

wheel bearing(s). | ordered a set of 6202 bearings which arrived the next day to my amazement. So | did
the job on Saturday morning, not difficult though the old bearings were very reluctant to shift. Anyway
alldone and bike now ready for some Summer green laning once my carer duties scale down. Things are
going well on the knee front and | amtgeg more free time as Mrs F becomes more confident and self
sufficient but it likely to be another month or two.

During my quieter periods | contemplated my stable and decided that it should be slimmed down a bit. |
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in the shed. But anyway it was academic as | only getaffer of a swap for a 1959 Chines BMW copy

with sidecarg not what | really wanted. No interest at all otherwise so | pulled the advert. It seems the
YIEN]SG F2NI YAR mMmoppnQa xSt20SGiSa Aa RSFRatB/R L 4
is to give it to my eldest son Richard who is now in the process of building a bigger shed to house his

bikes.

The same fate applies to the MZ trail bike which | decided could go now that | was committed to keeping
the Serow. | did get some resporteemy adert on FB, one being from Riehd who reminded me that

he had previously said he would like the bike if | decided to part with it. He even offered to buy it! So
two of my bikes are now destined to go to Shrewsbury shortly. No money in the baak least they

go to a good home and it clears space in my bike shed.

The oil | ordered for the Meteor arrived a long time ago but I still have not got round to servicing it. In
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does not run out until September n H # gkt rdural to it some time.

Being stuck close to home meant lots of time to browse the internet, especially sites offering bikes for
sale. | had the itch for something new (to me) that adsit pokier than my current fleet and capable of
main road journeys without stress. | considered a number of models and got close to bwyithgian Q a
Honda CB500s, a bike | nearly bought in 1996 before opting for the Yamaha Diversion. Then | saw an
advertfor a 1983 Honda VT500E not to far away and went to see it. | was tempted but thought the price
was too high and the vendor was not willing to match my offer. Carried on looking but nothing really
took my fancy then out of the blue the vendor contacted amel said he would accept my offer. So | am
now the proud owner of this pretty bike:



As always it needs a few things looking at, it is after all 43 years old but in ge@evahjtgood for its
age It has clearly been well looked after and completelfigimal as far as | can tell. No doubt it will
feature in later posts on this blog.

Whilst looking at bikes on Marketplace | noticed an adversfome 1985 Honda VT700 spares literally
down the road from where | was due to collect the VT506tEtour).There was a lot of stuff for not
much money and naively | thought there would be something useful so they too were bought and the
bits are shown below:



How wrong can you be! When | examined the parts carefillyomeit was clear that virtually nothing

was common between the 500 and 78@en where they looked similar. | was a bit gutted as my main
reason for buying the parts was the option to upgrade to a conventional twin disk front end and to have
a spare swinging arm assemhilynore about these thing later. However the fork stanchions were too
large for the 500 yokes and the 700 s/arm was 3 bolt fitting whereas 500 has a 4 bolt flange. Even the
electrics were different; The 700 uses a cdi system and the 500 a tci system. However, it was an easily
solved problem. The parts vendor had mentioned someone else was interested so | asked him to give
my number to the guy. Long story short, he only lives in Westbury and came over yesterday afternoon
so the parts are gone and | have my money back. | couldswsiehe bits separately for a lot more
moneybut frankly it wasnot worth the hassle. Ae guy from Westbury has a couple of these bikes and
needed the spares badly so it all ended amicablyns out he bought some MZ bits from me abobit 1
years aga, small world.

Wednesday 22' April 2026

Got back from the Twin Dragon Run mid Tuesday afternoon covering 142 miles from Rhosmaen via 4

more of the Cwmpas checkpoints. Total mileage for the weekend was 570 and the bike ran perfectly

though it gd pretty dirty on some of the minor lanes | traversed. | had a little drizzle on the way up to
Newtown but mainly | think because | was quite high up at times. Others following the offiziedute

RARY QU &SS YdzOK AF | ye& Ndokeidunriy Sverih& \8hhle peliod an@ 1 K S NI A «

YSOSNI ySSRSR Y& ¢S0iQa F3ILAyd {2YS 2F GKS /oYLl & f



giving stunning views. The picture below is of the Cynghordy viaduct part of the Heart of wales line just
north of Llandovery.

| was anxious to get back as soon as possible on the Tuesday once | had completed my last Cwmpas
checkpoint at Lower Chapel just north of Brecon. On the way up §twae cross country to the M48

Severre Crossing to avoid the motorwalowever, when | came over the old bridge the bike was

running well so | decided to see how it would cope with a longer motorway ride. | had beenrethce

about how well it would cope with the long drag up to the Almondsbury interchange but it actually flew

up the hil holding 60 to the top. It sang along happily at@®indicated all the way to the Bath A46

junction. Maybe | have been too cautious with the bike up to now as it seemed to be much smoother
YR NBalLlRyairgdsS 2y GKS flhadkepaidie gricevirifieScansuihptivhShdbugh & dza |
¢ we shall see when | refuel it on Thursday. This morning | gave the bike a good clean and it seems fine.
Looking at the total mileage it will need an oil change fairly soornawdordered some 15/50ib Need

to check if the filter needs doing as well.

Friday 17" April 2026
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in mid/north Wales. Day 1 we ride to a hotel just north of Newtown wherespend two nights. Day

two we head further north as far as Lake Bala. Day three we transit to a hotel near Llandovery and day
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Cwmpas Event which is basicallyreasure hunt with 32 locations to be found. Finding 24 sssfadly



achieves a gold standard award and | am hoping to reach that over the long weekend. | have decided to
take the Enfield Meteor, not a VMCC eligible bike obviously but a pragmatic cimuiee the

circumstances. During the week | have developed gout in my left foot, something that | get occasionally
though not for sometme® LG Q& @SNE LI Ay FdZ |yR y20G YdzOK GNBI
only have a limited effect. The Enfidids a heel/toe gear change which will be much less painful to use

than the normal gearchange on all my other bikes. The fact that it also does over 100mpg is a bonus

given how much fuel now costs thanks to the US war with Iran.

Today will be spent preppinthe bike which basically needs little beyond checking the oll, tyre pressures

and greasing the chain. | use throw over bags so they will go on at the last minute. The weekend

weather looks very encouraging with high pressure cahtreer the UK for the ext 45 days $ | will

assume | can get away with dry riding gear but have my wets packed as well just in case. This is the
overview of day 1 of the trip. The red route is where | actually plan to ride, the orange route is the

official event route but sag it does not encompass enough Cwmpas locations. The red flags show all

GKS /YLl a t20FGA2yas LQft alolgdvihaYeport bihouitiéngs F2 NJ (0 K
went. The house symbols show the locations of the hotels and the lunch stopgadiKimhich | hope to

include:

Peei

In case anyone is wondering, | am not abandoning Mrs F, my eldest son Richard has kindly agreed to say
with her until Tuesday so | can enjoy the event with a (reasonably) clear conscience.

Thursday 18 April 2026



Still notmuch time to work on bikes but Mrs F is progressing @le went back to the hospital this
morning to have the dressing on her knee changed and was heartened to be told how well she was
R2AYy3 TSN w2yteQ (62 ¢SS\ dbeoverdoing theCelterceiregime.a & dz3:
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recovery period.

Anyway | have done one small job on the MZ project bike today. | was not happy with the aftetrmark

front brake lever currently fitted. | used it mainly because it incorporated a brake light switch and
mounting for the mirror. But it never looked right and the angle was wrong limiting the lever travel. So |
tried an ETZ brake lever | found in the gantn which also has brake light switch and mirror mount. In

fact my Supa5 has exactly the same lever assembly. But somehow it still did not look right and did not
fully address the limited travel issue. So further digging found a genuine TS type bexkehash fitted
perfectly and have a better range of travel. Not only that but it ;looked much better making the bike
Y2NB 2NRIAYIfd ¢KSAS t SOSNE R2y Qi AYyO2NLRNIGS |
now, nor a mirror fitting. Howewe | did find a separate mirror clamp in the spares box so tha problem is
solved. This is the latest situation:

Tuesday 14 April 2026

Quite awhile since | have found time to date the blayg due to the fact that Mrs F had a knee
replacement operatin on 2 April and | am currently housekeeper and nursemaid rolled ome.
Quite a challenge for an 8&ar old MCP. | have only been able to indulge in garage therapy for the odd



hour here and there for the past two weellse to domestic dutiesHowever | have managed to tackle

a few things though | cannot remember the exact sequence of evandlyFdedRSR G2 FA G G KS
wheel back into the trail MZ as | think it looks better that way. The seat height is a little higher than |

would prefer bu manageable and a short test ride confirmed all was well:

On Sunday 121 rode the Honda CB400T to the AV8 café at Kemble for a VMCC event to hand over the
80" anniversary relay baton to the South Cotswold Section. This is the first time | have oidelen

started the bike since Spain Cctober last year. It was reluctant to start and had to be cranked for a

very long time and even then only on one cylinder. Eventually it did run obitvoeeded the choke

for a while Once warned up it ran ok drwe had a good 80 mile round trip, | had forgotten what a nice
bike it was and | am now tempted to use it for the Twin Dragon Event due in a adwpéeks. There is

still a hegtation at around 4k revs but you can ride througlokt | really ought to lean and check the

carbs some time but® not so bad as to be essential at the moment.

I have previously mentioned the fitting of the original steel front forks to the 4spd TS250 and mentioned

| was awaiting a new front tyre. This duly arrived but turoedito be aLINRE 6 f SY® | odnnnEmc
ALSOAFTASR F2NJ GKS FNRBYy(d ¢6KSSt o0dzi L O2dzZ R y2i TFA
instead thinking it would be ok. Wrong big time as the tyre fouled the mudguard so | had to do some

more seaching. | finally found a corresizetyre which arrived today and has now been fitted. All is not

f2a0G a L OFy dzaS (KS odHpé (&@NB 2Z2yudaksBetiielT®] H6KS:
type rear light as well. Not much more | can nowuthtil Mark is able to provide a dating certificate:



Thursday 2 April 2026

LQ@S YIRS a2YS LINPINBaa sA0GK (KS a(geepbiiRed8dd)i @ ¢ KS
odzi L KIFIR G2 2NRSNJI yS¢ mcé (G8NB 4gKAOK Aa RdzsS 7F;
unfortunately. So you can see the wheel lying on the floor. The rear light bits | bought on Marketplace

arrived today and were very gddut | may not use them yet. | had a brainwave and checked the spares

bin and sure enough | had kept thmtrear light unit from the TS125. It was very rusty but basically

sound so | have cleaned it up and painted.iQf f KIF @S (2 0 SugabRognakeitlboRy a F NP
complete but that will be just for the DVLA inspection should they decide to do one. | have also spoken

to Mark Redding to let him know | want to get it specified as a TS250 rather than a Supa5. He is on board
with this but still snoved under with dating work so probably not able to do anything until June. But
0§KSNBQa y2 KdAzINNE o



Tuesday 31 March 2026

Hard to believe that 2026 is already a quarter gone. Things are quite tense at the moment with the US

and Israel trying to wipe outan, seemingly without much success. Someone should have told Donald

¢ NHzY L) 62dzi GKS LINAYOALX Sa 2NJ g NP ¢KS FANRG 2F |
aS02yR Y2aid ONRGAOItX aKIF@S | OfebtiustAneica dgaird G NI (S 3¢
lyegle L OFyQl R2 IyeiliKAyYy3d loz2dzi (GKS gemdEinRQa LI2f ;
economic for us at the moment unlike other countries; particularly those in the Middle East.

Back to bikes. | have been doingremtesting of the new VMCC website and came across a very useful
article published by the Library Team concerning DVLA services. This included a fairly clear definition of
the subtle difference between getting a bike registered for the first time andrggtine registered as a
WNBEO2y aiNHzO(G SR Repderedta tBeQraildViZ Bike KThekfaimepniddsito be basically a
complete and original bike though complete seems to men that it must have its original frame, forks,
wheels and engine; Batpparently DVLA will accept a change of engine. Now as it happens my MZ

project came with its original frame, (including s/arm), forks and a few other bits like front mudguard

tank, seatcentre stand, brake torque arm etc. It also came with wheels of theecbtype though |

Oryy20( 0SS lIoaz2ftdzZiSte &adz2NB GKSe& o0St2y3a G2 GKAA O0A-
same garage. So | have decided to rethink the registration process and to see if | can get it registered
GAGK2dz GKS WMBOXY LNBHESESR GKIE G YSHya YF{Ay3a Al
primary thing being to replace the original forks, front wheel and mudgu@eshnot do much about the



wrong rear mudguard these are hens teeth. However, the one | have is very biatifesm another
MZ model along with its number plate bracket. | have found a correct rear lighomf-B Marketplace
which ison its way so that will mean the bike is wholly MZ of the same era. Worth a try anyway.

The forks are now inthe bike andlll YSSR Aa | mcé FNRBYy(d G&8NB gKAOK
Friday 27 March 2026

The replacement neutral switch for the Serow arrived yesterday so | fitted it today. Initially it worked
though not terribly reliably, needing the gear lever to be toggled a béingage. Then it stopped

working altogether so | have to reinstate the earth wire so | had some indication that the ignition was
switched on. When | tested the old switch it seemed to work ok on the bench so | guess the fault lies
inside the gear cluster.itBer that or the new switch is faulty. | did an inquiry on the internet and it

seems that after market switches can be a bit problematical and sometimes take a while to bed in. | test
it again after the next ride.

The day did not improve as the bike shedelt strongly of petrol which was final traced to the petrol

taps on the Viper. They are after market lever types and | am not sure what type of seal they have,
rubber | think. They seem frim enough but after drying them off and leaving for a whilewlzerstill

clear evidence of a slow leak. | have a tub of old taps of various sorts and found afpaarpfype slide

taps that looked in good condition but were a bit slack. However these can be dismantled to replace the
corks so | found a sheet of caakhd made some new ones to fit. The LH picture shows them after the
rebuild and testing. Neither leaked so they are now fitted to the bike and have remained dry for several
hours. Hope that ends this saga.

While | was in the bike shed | decided tottmg rear light unit | bought for the princely sum of £3 at the
Bristol Bike Show. Bit fiddly but | finally made it fit. Not whooly sure that its an improvement on the
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onto the ETZ number plate bracket.

I had another look at th80mm Mikuni carb on the MZ Trail bike. Though the plug did not support my
theory about a weak mixture, the needle was in fact set one notch weak from standard position. So |
have now set it back to the middle (standard) notch to see how that performs.

Tuesday 2% March 2026

Today we had ounonthly coffee morning at Honey Street. This was an opportunity to give the trail

bike a longer run now it has the hybrid motor fitted. The good news is that it ran reliably, not missing a

beat there and back, probably 40 miles in total. The not so g@wvdsns that it seems to lack power

Difficult to put my finger on it. Its certainly much more flexible at lower revs and will pull smoothly , if
at2gte FNRBY 6Stf dzyRSNIJonnnaNLIY® !'a& Ada NizyyAy3d A
happyenough to bumble along at 45 but to make it gstéa seems to need an awful ot of extra

throttle. It also tends to 8 stroke on very light throttle openings though without any of the hesitatio

that plagied the Serow. | came to the conclusion during tide home that it was running too weand

was expecting to findigns of this on the plug. But actually it was a nice dark brown colour and slightly
NAOK AT I yeidKAY Jdoutbite witddw. Bdid nd that ®iepNii was fes lbose and

cYS 2dzi 6A0GK 2dzad Y& FAYISNE® b2 adaNBE AT (GKFIGQ o
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around with it when testing the 300cc top @nSo that is something | shoutzbk at | also wonder if the

sports exhaust system currently fitted does moatch the needs of the Supa5 porting so may try fitting

the standard silencer currently on the MZ project bike. Speaking of which, Richard ¥éaneeround

today and took some pictures it which he has sent off to Mark Redding to get a dating certificate.

That may also explain why the 300 motor never performed as well as it should, though it certainly

revved more freely.

Monday 23" March 2026

Today was a Velocette day. | was conscious that | had not looked at my Viper for a very long time or
indeed seen it as it was under a bike cover. This bike was immaculate when | bought it about 6 years ago
and it looked very sad when | unwrapped it. THeyalvas beginning to powder up in places and there

was rust on the front wheel rim, the rear shock covers and some spots on the exhaust system. | spent a
couple of hours giving it a good clean, not fully back to the condition when | bought it but noatbo b



| had a problem with it about two year s ago with the petrol tank lining dissolving. This made itself

evident initially because the carb slide got very sticky. So the tank has since been cleaned of sealant,
derustedand lined with POR15. In fact today was the first time tha tank had held petrol since that

process. | was pleasantly surprised that, with fresh fuel and a few kicks it finally burst into life. If you

click on the photo, you can see a video with the engiming, it sounds wonderful, far quitter

YSOKI yAOFLtfte GKFy Fyeé 2F Yé 2G0KSNJoA{1Sad Lia LIA 1
the seat is not comfortable and Vipers need to be revved hard to get the best out of them. | much prefer

the softer MSS motors. | am contemplating selling it or more likely swapping it for something else.

Anyway it was a good days work and long overdue.
Sunday 2% March 2026

Just realised that | have haritten up this blogg for over a week. Not so much besathere is nothing

to record, more because | seem to have been \eryy;mostly productively. | have tried the Serow a
couple of times this week playing with the fuel screw setbogwithout seeing any reamprovement

in the hedtation at low throttle settings. So on Friday | pulled the cafbtioe bike to get at it properly.

The fiel screw was by now about 2 ¥ turns out so | set it to 3 turns. | also raised the needle one notch
from the (standard)middle setting. It seemed better but the acid test was a proper run. So today | took
it to the Flying Monk Café just the other side
of Hullawngton for a South Cotswold Coffee
meet, about 40milestotal and it behaved



../VID_20260323_145226322.mp4

perfectly. No hesitation from pickumd no popping or bangg on the overrun.l was so happy with the
way it behaved that | did a couple of miles agreen Lanecoming home. It was an absolute joy. What a
relief to have finally sorted the bike and | had forgotten just how good it was. | daulitsell it again.
The picture shows the plug when | got home, a nice shade of bedvappy with that.

On Friday rode my MSS Velo to the CTL Café in Cirencester for a Bristol Velocette Owners Club meeting.
Met up with a few old friends and some neweam Not sure how many turned up but probably- 12

with Velos fom the 1920s to the 19608jce to see. One of the bikes was VSK250 whichlavwésnom

formerly owned by my riding buddy Mike Dawghen Mike passed it was sold to Bill Little, another
ridingbuddy who has also sadly pass#ds now in the hands of Rodney Manners from Cirencester who

it turns out was a childhood friend of Bla ¥ NB Y KA &haalA yaSYlilef fRI®2ANE RP . A f f ¢
who sold the bike to Rodneyas also there. The M$&n faultlessly but did embarrass me by proving
reluctant to start when | was departing. Given the fact that the bike had not been looked at let alone
started since September 2025 it was perhaps not surprising it decided to play up. All | did was pump up
the tyres and check there was oil in the tank before riding it. | had forgotten what a nice bike it was.
Perhaps time to check the points and give it a bit more tic.

The Enfield Meteor got an airing on Saturday. Just a short ride to Westbury for a istrmtel
engineering clulto play trains It was nice sunny day so an ideal chancehieck out thenewfork leg.

All seems well wh no signs of leaking. A relief because | plan to use this bike on the Somerset Section
Twin Dragon Run in millpril. Speaing of which diring the week | got theautes for thsand was able

to superimnpose these onto the Cwmpabkeaxkpoint locations on Memory Map. | was then able to plot

my routes fitting in the Cwmpas locations whilst at the same time staying as close dseptusthe TD
routes.Looking forward to that.

The other positive result of the week was the sale of the Kymco VSR125. | had been plagued with
timewaster enquiries during the early part of the week, then nothing. Suddenly on Friday | had 5
enquiries. Onea clear timewaster but the others seeming serious. The first one to view on Saturday
afternoon bought the bike and rode it home. Now | have to resist spending the money on something
else. All in all quite a satisfying week on the motorcycling front.

Friday 13" March 2026

Thursday evening was the VMCC West Wilts Section club night and it was advertised as a sale/swap
meet event so | sorted out some items that | no longer neeglgttluding 5 pairs of gloves in size XL

that were in good condition but toonsall for me. Thankfully most of it went and | came home a few
£££s richer and better still avoided buying anything else.

I have been thinking about and discussing on our local group forum the hesitation and weak mixture

shown on the plug of the Serow. datfolks think it just pilot airscrejor more correctly fuel screw)

FRedza dYSyiliod L GKAYy]l GKFG YIFe 6S GKS NBFazy F2NJ 4l
When | did the plug chop | had just ridden the bike at a steae§>0ph for several miles and the
engine was stopped wit2 dzi G A O Ay 3 20SNJ F2NJ Y2NB GKIy FSg aScC
—7"""" s et reflected more the needle position than

R the fuel screw setting. The problem with

I R2dzadGAy3d GKS FdzSt &aONB
under the carb with little access for adult




hands between &ot cylinder and the exhaust pipe. You cannot reach the adjuster with a conventional
screwdriver sol made up a special toalhich does seem to work. But realistically you can only do it

cold, then test the result. Waiting till it cools before you can emakurther adjustmentThis is a pain. |

think itQ currently set at 2.5 turns out as per the manual so | have now turned it oun4otuchen it.

The bike started very easily and did seem a little better allowing for the fact that these engines always
GFr1S 13Sa G2 61 NY dz2lJd L R2y QG 6l yid (G2 YSaa 6A0GK
sorted.| need to take it for a ride to make a proper assessment.

I have in the stable a very nice Honda CB400T which | bought last year and last useMototRéston

rally in Spain in September 2025. Has not been started or looked at since. However, my youngest son

has designs on the bike for Easter so | decided | should try starting it. | first put the battery on charge but

it took very little time to shwv as fully charged. Petrol on, choke on and pressed the button. Not a peep

to start with, which was sad but | kept it spinning and eventually it emitted the odd cough and finally

started on one cylinder; something it has always been prone to. | nurseddtwhile and eventually it

fired up on both cylinderat a fast idle. As it warmed up | was able to knock the choke off and it still

GAO1 SR 20SNI yAOSteod {2dzyRSR t20Sfe& YR YIRS YS 4;
problem was probaly stale fuel as it seems fine now.

b2 &aSNA2dza AyiSNBad Ay GKS vYeayoO2 &SGd /2dzZ} S 27F
Wonder why people do this when they have no real interest.

Wednesday 11 March 2026

Quite a productive dain the garageoday, or half day to be precise as | was working this morning at the
model engineering clutRichard Warne has kindly loaned me a TS250 cylinder head which | have now
fitted to the MZ project bike to make it look more like a 4 speeder. Thispieparationfor it to be
inspected preparatory to getting a dating certificate. The picture is below:



Not sure if | mentioned it before, but the RH front fork seal on my Enfield Meteor has started leaking
again. did replace the seal in June 2025 butvias struggle and | was not convinced it was a fix. Rather
than repeat the whole exercise | decided to cheat and found a new complete fork leg on eBay which |
ordered on Monday morning. To my surprise it was delivered this morning. Swapping out thegfesk |
pretty straightforward and took under an hour. | did first remove the top nut to make sure it was
correctly filled with oil, which it was. Not a cheap solution, but it means | can recoup some of the cost by
selling the old fork leg on eBay alongtwidt replacement seal | already had in stock. The gaiter (which
came of the old leg) needsclean | can see from the picture.



Third job of theday was to take a video of the/idco, including a cold start to post on théBradvert.

Son Richard 1d me offfor not including one as he regards them as esseiwidlen | replayed the video
later | realised that my neighbour was mowing his lawn and it made the Kymco sound quite noisy for a
moment. Should really reecord it.

Saturday ' March 2026

The replacerant rear light unit for the Kymco arrived today and | was
relieved to find that it worked properln both rear and brake light

modes and more particularly that it was identical to the old divhilst
testingit was apparent that there is only one setldEDs which are
dimmer on rear light and bright on brake lights. | wonder if that
provides a solution to mending the old obg using some resistdPs
lyeglexs LQY 3t R GKIFIG y2 2yS 41 &
together. | spehages trying to refiall the bits beforaloingthe sensible
thing and lookng at some of the pictures | took when | first collected

the bike. The light actually fits upside down and once | realised this, the
rest of the assembly was straight forward. Moreover, there were no
nuts, bolts of washers left in the pot at the end. Everything now works

again.

[SN



Well nearly everything because when | tried to start the bike, not having run it since the MoT on

Tuesdayit refused to start | put a spare plug in the boot and that sparked gwught it must be

something else but could find nothing obvious wrong. So in desperation | removed the plug (which was

ONI YR ySg | 0O2dzL) S 2% ¢SS{a 320 FyR F2dzyR Al &1
have a correct spare plug, thev@ 9 Qa | NB JEtNd#id have shart réadh 116k plug so tried

that. The engine fired up straight away! A relief but rather annoying that a new plug bought from

Halfords should fail totally and so quickly. | ordered a new one from eBay whiclid sfebere my miel

week.

Friday was dry and sunny so | took the trail MZ for another local test ride. It went ok but seems to be a

bit hesitant at low throttle settings, eight stroking and not running cleanly. However, it does start easily
andticksover$f Al 6f & |yR LF @&2dz 2LISy dzLJ I fAGGE ST AG Of
rich at the lowerend so | tried leaning out the mixture screw; not sure that it helped much. Possibly

need to drop the needle but | seem to remember | alreddypped the needle at least one notdh.

R2y Qi NBOIfft GKS SyaiayS LISNF2N¥Ay3a (KAA gl& gAGK

Overall it works well enough to try it on a longer run to see if getting it really warm helps.
Wednesday 4 March 2026

My eldest son Richard isagting with us overnight and takes a great interest in my trail bike project. He

is not best pleased that | have emasculated the engine by replacing the tuned 300cc top end. However,

he did make one valid comment about the way the bike looks; in partithddithe seat slopes

backwards. | agreed but had felt this was becatsebike is currently wearinga1 FNRBYy G 6KSSt |
Mcé NBFN gKSSt o {2YSGKAY3I (GKIFG ¢2dAd R 06S O2NNBOGS]
pointed out that the seat itself gpes, not just because of the wheel size and dammit, he was right. We

spent an hour trying various options to improve things and finally realised that moving the seat

backward slightly, and putting a spacer under the rear end would help. So we repeditienfixing

bolts (using rib nutsand the result is shown below with the previous seat fitting for comparison:

AbonusisthatK S FNRByYy (G 2F GKS aSrkd Aa y2¢ oHéKAIK AyaidsSt
aSFEyAy3a GKFG AGs @S 0 S AM Y E 20/KBSNBIIEA vaofiddlioga®imRd | g A
with the bike | noticed that the RH leg of the centre stand was in danger of fouling bottom rubber chain

guide. The stand itself could be moved over to clear but equally could (amalgyowould)move back

again so | made up a spacer which keeps it pushed over to the right.



Tuesday 3 March 2026

Well it was a close run thing, but the Kymco now hasan®ol. (221 Ad o0& @ly | a L
insurance cover for it. Although | had put the battery on charge overnight, it was a bit reluctant to start

at the testing station abd when it did it was quite hesitant for a while but did clear up eventually when it
was warmed up. More concerning was the fact that | had forgotten to fit the reflector and the rear light

was only working on a few of the LEDs. | am not sure if | failed to notice this previpasiyething had
happened since last checked it over. Fogtgly, | have been friends with Joe the MoT tester for many

years and he turned a diplomatic eye to the issues, just asking me to fix it before using the bike.

¢tKS NBTFTESOG2NI 61 a 'y Slae FAEZ L Wo2NNRdeZRQ 2yS
night anyway. The rear light was more difficult. | checked the connector which is a composite covering
AYRAOIFIG2NB & ¢6Stf a NBFINFYR oNI}{1S tAIKGD LG &
help. The light unit is sealed anléarly not meant to be a serviceable item. Found a second hand one

on eBay and ordered this, should be hear by the weekend. Getting the old unit out involved major

stripping of the back end and was made worse by the number of rusted screws but | diemeaftrout

in the end without breaking arlying. Just hope | can remember how it all goes back together.

Monday 2 March 2026

| took the pictures of the ETZ top end shown below to try to identify what had been modified:



The left hand picturshows the additional transfer port positioned above the inlet port. The right hand
picture shows the holes drilled in the rear of the piston to match the new transfer port. There may be
OKIFIy3Sa (G2 GKS AytSi | yR SEKdadibairel talgompae itith. ¢ St £ 0 (

TheLH picture shows that théiead has been milled out to accommodate the oversize (75.5mm) piston
and the shims are now inset so have to be specially made to fit. | set the squish at 1.0mm (standard for
an etz250 is 4.2mm) and the engine ran fine with this setting. The RH picture shows the top of the
barrel and the exhaust port. There is no wear lip at the top of the barrel but there are a number of
vertical scratcheghese were present when | first got the engifigause unknown as the piston is clean.

Provided there are no major issues with the hybrid engine, | plan to sell the ETZ300 top end to recoup
a2YS 2F GKS O2ai 2F GKA&a LINRB2SOl® | F@Ay3a GNRSR A
go far a standard ETZ250 or better yet an ETZ251 top end as these allegedly have softer porting.

On a different topic, | have now adjusted the brake arm position on the trail bike and we now have a
working back brake.



Satuday 28" February 2026

| startedthe hybrid engine conversion yestiay and things went better than expected initiallihree of
the 4 barrel studs came out easily. Sometimes they corrode inside the barrel and are a b****r to get
out. The fourth was more reluctant but did eventually respoadgome heat. The old barrel and piston
then came out easily. | was relieved to find that the bottom end bearings were very ssumds the
small end bearing; single roller Yamaha type instead of the original MZ double roller design.

The adapter plate wat on easily along with the TS type 8mm studs. | used the gudgeon pin from the

300 piston as it was the same size as the 250 pin and much better condition. | was pleasantly surprised

how easily the piston went iotthe barrel, often a trick job on these Ikes as they have pegged rings.

This time they lined up and went in without a fight (well not much anyway). | fitted the head using the

set of shims | found with the other parts. The squish band measured about 2.1mm so | removed one and
finished with a sqgish of 1.4mm which is correct for this modéhe TS250 head is marginally smaller

GKIFY G(GKS 9¢% KSIR a2 (GKS (2L) Y2dzyGAy3d &aiddzRa R2y Qi
adapter plates to connect the head to the rubber top mount. Bit of tria arror but eventually it all

lined up ok At this point | fitted a temporary carb andcked the bike over; it started straight away

which was a relief but was swiftly turned off as it was hideously loud with no pipe or gifétes

The exhaust system was troublesome initially. The TS type exhaust piggeaiperfect fit, it turns up

slightly at the end but after some persuasion the pipe and silencer lined ypsticlearing the timing

cover and footrest. | wanted to retain the Mini carb and this presented a problem. The stub size on

the carb is 37mm and the aperture in the manifold os 40mm. It was not a problem on the ETZ manifold
as this had been modified to use a rubber hose connector. | was releuctant to modify the TSdnanifol
GKS alryYyS gle& Fta L R2y Qi KIFI@S | aLI NB akKz2dzZ R Ad |1
tube which | was able to adapt and the carb is now a very snug fit with no leakage even when Ether was
sprayed around the joint. This just abdirished the job and the engine started fine, quickly dispensing
with the choke and just needing the tickover setting. | took it for a test ride round the block and all
seems well. Pulls from low revs cleanly and ran up to 40mph or so. The new ringsineied in so

some gentle running needed for a few miles.






