Daily (sometimes) Blogg Part 3
Monday 16" March 2015

I managed to get the hydraulic system to bleed on Saturday after a struggle and now have a working
master cylinder/calipeset which can be used on the combination should | decide to go down that
route. It will also enable me to experiment with the Mark Dicker L/Link forks | have mentioned
previously. | did try to get another master cylinder/caliget to work but gave itup in the endThe

master cylinder was a something Japanese with a rectanfuldibowl! and is | think the one that

caused John grief in the first instanc&nyway | have put all the bits back in a box for rowaybe |

will have another go when the mdaor necessity arises.

The only other development has been on the ETS150 petrol tank front. Steve Edwards finally sent me
some pictures of his spare tank (which is yellow very conveniently). Looks to be in quite good condition
so we concluded a dealhichincluded a rebuilt TS15@rankshaft. The cheque is naw its way and

""’.‘-;",zq,_wam .

hopefully in a week or so the bits will arrive.

Friday 18' March 2015

Being very superstitious | try not to do anythimew or radical on Friday 30 perhaps rebuilding the
spare Spab engine was bit risky. However, all seemed to go quite well which was a bit of a surprise as
John Matthews was with me most of the day and working on a rebuild whilst talking is never a good
idea. Fortunately there were no spare bits left in the bo¥hatend. Jumping back to Monday, | did fit

the Powerdynamo kit to the TS150 and set it up for batteryless operation. This all worked fine so |
decided to have go at fitting the new ETZ150 carb | bought from Germany a while Bdgk.turned

out to be abad decision and | have discovered why these carbs are so ¢likap are just poorly

made so anyone reading this be warresad think twice about buying one.



First problem was getting the cable into the slide. The slot was not wide enough and hadttoutl
before | could get it to fit. Not difficult but annoying. Next issue waseserious; the starter jet slide
was absoltely solid in the carb body. With heat and bdould just about geit to spin round but no

way | could get it out to fit thehoke cable. In the end | abandoned the attempt and refitted the
original carb after giving yet another clean and servickater | did manage to get it out by drilling and
tapping the cold start slide and using a nut & bolt tand it out. The slide i&df was simply too large for
the hole as a genuine BVF cold start slide fitted perfectly. Maybe | will have another go some time.

On Tuesday | had a response from the Infinity Exhaust people at Codrington so took the TS150 over to
them on Wednesdayl todk with mea photoshop picture®f how | wanted the exhaugtipeto look

based on an ISDT version of the TS150 | found on the internet. The quote was a bit eye watéring but
left the bike with them to get on with the job. On Thursday | took two Sugrabks to Bristol and had

both rebuilt with new corrod kitsat Piston BrokeOne is now in stock as a spare the other was used to
rebuild the spare Supa5 engine whictdheeen sitting around in bits for several months. | did it now in
case the combo engendoes turn out to need attention to the sealswill be easier to simply swap

engines than try to rush a rebuild.

John viged partly because he needed some help with the carb on his ETZ251 and partly to drop off a
brake master cylinder and caliper whithad loaned him to get one of his bikes back on the road about
a year ago. In the end he fixed the problem without using my bitstlaeylare more useful in my

garage than Johns which is like a Black Hole when it comes to losing things. After Jainlmdde a

start on servicing the caliper for which | fortunately had a set of seals. That bit went quite well but when
I connected up the master cylinder | could not get the system to bleed. As it was nigh on evaning do
walking time | have left it ufitanother day. Hydrauliagseverwere my strong point.

Sunday 8 March 2015

It was the VMCC alj at Shepton Mallett on Saturday and | was on site before 9am to sign on for gate

duty and a quick whiz round my preferred stalls for the regular items on mypahgtist. Nothing very

exciting just s/s nuts & bolts, oil, plugs and suchlike. The fine weather brought the crowds out in droves

and there was dong queue which did not clear until near 1045. Met up with a few friends and taking

Barney our Samoyed withe made a few more. He lapped up the attention and got a taste for pasties.
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replacement. | spent some time checking out all the stalls for a suitable tank dexehiexhaust pipe

for the Trail TS150 but nothing suitable was located. However, | did get details of a company near J18

M4 (Bath) who make exhats and have located them on the internet. My wife was buzzingn she

got home latethat evening as our little terrier bitch had got 4 Blace at CruftsSo overall quite a good

day.

Sunday was the MZ Bristol sectionetiag and | was hoping for anahfine day but it dawned cloudy

though dry. | had checked over the Trail TS150 on Saturday night; it started fine so | pumped up the rear
tyre and filled the tank. The rear tyre had only dropped a couple of Ibs overnight so | felt we were good
to go. Thebike was a bit hesitant at low revs which | put down to a possible blockage in the pilot jet but

| pressed on anyway. When | slowed for the traffic lights at Staverton (about 2 miles from home) the
engine died and | realised that the warning lights wereglowing. My initial thought was loose wire or
blown fuse. The reality was somewhat more ominous, the battery was nowhere to be seen! Totally my
fault as | had swapped it over on Thursday and had not bothered to replace the cable ties holding it in
place | was luck y in that a nice man with a van stopped and gave me a lift back home during which we



found the errant battery on the pavement only about %2 mile from home. | found another suitable
battery and made up some new leads and the bike was soon rgragain though | did have to fiddle

with the fuses to get a connection. Finally abauathour later than planned | was on my waybut

wondering if it was a wise move. Thankfully the bike went really well not missing a beat despite the by
now hissing dowmain. It needed third gear up Swainswick Hill batthe flat would hold a stead4’s-

50 on a whiff of throttle as | continued the runniing | had a good time at the Salutation one of only 3

to come on a bike and many regulars were absent. The pub hazgaesved a CAMRA award and is

now very popular so we had to forsake the lounge and log fire for our old stamping ground of the skittle
alley.Just as well really as it allowed me to dry my kit somewhidh home was uneventful though |

did have to fiddé with the battery connections initiallp get a connection; | suspect the fuse block was
damaged when the battery tore out the wgeOther than that it went well and | let it run up to 55 or so
for short periods though vibration then gets noticeabte;sweet spot is just below 5h the 15t

sprocket.

| am going to fit the Powerdynamo kit shortly and run it batteryless to simplify things. While the
dynamo covers are off | plan to refit the 16t gearbox sprocket to raise the geahitgj completing the
runningin. Hopefully | will hear shortly from the exhaust people about a new pipe.

Thursday & March 2015

Not too much to report on the motorcycling front but a few little jobs done. | realised that the MoT on
the Revere had run out (not that it hasdieused since last October anyway). | took advantage of a fine
spring day and rode it over to Melksham on Wednesday, coming back with a new MoT and £26 less in
the bank. Rick Carter came down from Wilton earlier in the day to pick up a carrier for bisFhay
something | had won on the Bristol Section Xmas raffle back in December. | got all the bikes out in the
sunshine so he could admire my toys and we had a good chat. Just as well he came asdedrerain

it was the MZRC Bristol meeting this comingday. Today (Thursday) we had a VMCC wandering

which consists of making your own way to whichever pub has been designated for a lunch time meet. |
planned to take the trail bike as | wanted to get some more miles on the clock to get it run in. It flatly
refused to start and my first guess was low battery but swapping it for anothembighwas fully

charged did no good so | put it back in the garage and used the combo instdadel snmediately

and | had a good thrash to the Three Magpies at Sells Green ( only about 6 miles away). Initially it was
smokingquite heavily but by the time | got home it | could not see any evidence of a smoke trail in the
mirrors. The tickover is still bit fast but on the road it pulls really well and 50mph cruising was no
problem. It would certainly have gone faster but the pilot g8l gaining confidence. Handling on

corners is now fine but it could do with just a bit more lean to compensate foroad cambers. The

only probleml found was changing gear upwards. For previous trips | have worn shoes but with boots |
could not easily get my under the pedal; this was easily fixed this evening.

I checked over the trailbike when | got home and couid fio obvious problem, There was plenty of

fuel in the tank and what seemed like a good spark but it still refused to go. So | swapped out the
Champion L7 plug for an old NGK B7HS and it started immediately. | plan to ride it to ham on Sunday
which will pu another 80 miles on the clock but | will take a couple of spare plugs and the plug spanner
ready to hand in my pocket. | also checked the rear tyre which has gone soft again; dropping from 40psi
to about 25 over a couple of days. | am clearly going teeha fit a new inner tube as this omeust be

a bit porous.

Saturday is the VMCC autojumble at Shepton Mallet so this evening | am compiling a shoppig list.
a totally different tack, | am presently reading a very interesting book about airfielddtshiAé. There



were loads, far more than | had ever realised . Some are well known and still exist today albeit many are
now Army barracks but ,most have reverted to their agricultural or other origins. This have given me an
idea for an interesting rideuting the summer to visit as many of these lost locations as | can trace. The
book also charts the history of the Spitfire in terms of its production. | knew there had been factory in
Trowbridge in Bradley Road long sincedeveloped into a Retail Parkowever,it seems herewas a

factory in my home village of Hilperton but no clue as to exactlyre/tievas located other than to say

the site was used for housing after the war. Must enquire more about this.

Sunday 1 March 2015

Cannot believe @ nealy 5 days since | wrote up the bldgyish | could say it was because | had been
really busy and achieved a lot but in truth | am struggling to remember exactly what | haveldone
never cease to be impressed with the speed of response when orderingfrmartgurope. The two
Powerdynamo kits were ordered @friday and delivered by courier exactly as promisedfollowing
Wednesday morning. The parcel of bits | ordered from-Blih Hungary was ordered on Monday and
arrived at 1030 on Friday. Both Powgndmo Kits are sitting on the shelf for the moment as they were
an opportunity purchase because of the advantageous Euro exchange rate. TBi@aiZel was mokt
bits for other people but did include for me a new dual seat cover for the Combo, a 14bgearb
sprocket for the Trail TS150 and a Supab clutch pressure plate.

The seat cover was excellent and has been fitted already. At first | thought it was too small but once |
had warmed it up with the hot air gun to soften the material a little it stretcbedeally well. |

dismantled the clutch from the spare Supa5 engine and fitted the new pressureqdifageold one had
been spinning on the crankshaft and wpaste mangled. Fortunately the crankshaft itself seems to have
fared better than the clutch cené. The plate looks to be well made and it fitted the crankshaft firmly
so | hope this will be a success. Also in myBvi&livery was a conrod kit for a Supa5 and a crank pin
for a Supabl am hoping that the lattewill enable me to resurrect an othersg worn conrod assembly

to be used with a pair of Supa5 flywheels kindly donated by Ray Cattle.

Oh yes, | did take the combo for a short test ride to the garage to get some fuel in one of the brief
interludes of sunshine between the rain and it went mibghter. Not sure which of the changes was
most beneficial but right handers were not so laboured and it sailed round left handers. | am still not
happy about the carburetiobut the tickover does settle eventually to an acceptable lower figure and
the smoling is also less heaence iswarmed up. Possibly it just needs a good thrash to clear the

pipes.

Today was bit warmer so | spent the morning in the lower garage bringing all the bikes out into the
fresh air and occasional sunshine and clearing thipgganerally. There was quite a lot of water

evident at the back end of the garag@o obvious signs of roof damage so it may just be very heavy
condensation. | have removed the insulation from this area so that | can monitor it when it rains next.
Most ofthe bikes had some degree of corrosion on the alloy and unplated steel parts so | cleaned them
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stick to it but it should preserve tmeuntil the better weather gets here. A couple of the batteries were
a bit low so they are now on charge.

On Saturday | had a visit from Ollie Harris a young MZ enthusiast from Temple Cloud. He came to pay

his club subs and to pick up a TS125 barrel, piston and head fojeatdne is working onHe has a

Wilf Green Pathfinder special bought at the Beaulieu autojumble which he is palnning to restore though
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Trophy Sport wh some spares which included a tank. | am hoping that | can persuade the seller to part
with the tank separately.

Tuesday 2% February 2015

Advances on two fronts todayfelt that the windscreen was a bit wobbly so | made up brackets from

the headlamp fixing bolts to provide extra support. This was done after | took the pidtueeother

thing was to explore raising the sidecar to create a feanattitude at rest. lturned out to be quite

straight forward and the sidecar suspension unit now has just over 40mm of packing. This does not
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probably actually raised abol80mm and moved backwards about 15mm. Anyway at rest the bike now

sits vertical and with me in the saddle has a small amount oféesrso hopefully this is a good result.

It was getting late and very cold by the time | finished so a test run will hawvaitauntil another day.

Monday 23" February 2015

| have done some reading up on sidecar configuratiot have a better understanding of the setup.

What | yet to do is measure the current setting to see if they are correct. One of the critical settings

lean2 dzi 6 KSNB GKS 0A1S A& &adzllllrzasSR 2 €SFy Fgleé TN
On the face of it the combo presently has lgarrather than lean out but that does rather assume my

garage floor is level which | have yet to domf The next step iearninghow to alter the settings and

this seems to present a problem as there appears to be no adjust for lean on the front swan neck. |

guess all will become clear once | get started in earr@sé thought is to put spacers betwe¢he

chair chassis and the sidecar suspension unit to lift that side of the bike. | am pretty sure this was a
successful trick with my previous MZ outfit which had a similar swan neck arrangement.

What | have done today is fit a pair of sidecar strergghings to the front forks. These came from my
blue Supa5 which had a chair attached for a short period. Not only are these springs stronger (4.5mm
wire rather than 4mm) but about 15mm longer dwetwhole frontend sitsslightly higher| also fitted a

fork braceto supplement the font mudguard bracket which is fairly flimsyyway first priority is



another test ride to see if what | have done so far has helped. Getting a combo set up is mostly a trial
and error thing as there are no certain fixes.

Whilel was searching for other bits | also came across a windscreen which | have now fitted as well.

Sunday 22 February 2015
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tyres. It went very well wih no issues so | think we can consider that the development stage of the

project as pretty much done What remains is mainly attention to the cosmetics. Not being my favourite

job this probably may never get done but | did make a small start by preppthgaanting the front

brake torque arm and the fork brace. The tank is the main thing needing attention but | am still seeking

an ETS150 tank which will (in my view) look better so no point in painting the present tank for the

moment | have also ordered @batchof bitsmostly for friend§rom MZB in Hungaryput did nclude a

TS15014t gearbox sprocket which should save me having to modify an ETZ sprocket.

Attention has now switched to the combo. | removed the existing carb which was a brand new copy of
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the other day and it was a very slack fitle manifold. The bike started easily enough with this carb

but | could not get it to tune properly. | either had a far too fast a tickover or no tickover. | suspected

that it was sucking air through the manifold stub so gave up on that one and trie@d&13nstead.

This is the late type with a spring clip to hold the float bowl and an air bypass system to control tickover
rather than lifting the slide. The bike also started easily enough with this carb and | was able to get a

slowish tickover. Howevdrhad to screw the tickover adjuster to an almost closed position to achieve

this and indeed screwing it right in did nabp the engine. The manual suggestd 8urns out for this

setting so clearly something is not right an@ igetting additional aiirom somewhere else.

My suspicions are turning towards the crankshaft seals as these are the usual culprits. Replacing the
generator side is easy enough and | will probably do this as a matter of course when | fit the

Powerdynamo kit. The clutch side seaimore complicated it can normally be done with the engine in

the frame However, it remains to be seen if this is feasible with the sidecar in the way. My gut feeling is
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to me ¢ though it was clean enough and did not smell overly of petrol. Also the exhaust smokes a lot .

Anyway it was dry and the roads were salt free this morning so | decided to take the combo for a test
run. This was generally successful; it steeredl with no overt tendency to pull right or left and with

only a smidgeon of handlebar shake at low speeds. The engine pulls well and is mechanically quiet with
a smooth clutch that even allows easy selection of neutral. | am also less sure about thesidiadn

worn clutch side seal as by the time | got back the exhaust was reasonably clear and the earlier smoking
could well be down to too much garage testing causifigeabuild-up in the crank casea common

problem with petroil enginedt was tickig over nicely when | got back.

The les positive things were a misfire from the engine which initially seemed to cut out as the throttle
was opened but giving it a handful got through that peaAs my confidence increased and | was giving
it more wellyl did not noticeit so perhaps it was just the engine clearing its tubes. The biggest issue
was the effort needed to negotiate roundabouwisve have a lot on my test track. This is basically a
tight right hand turn and the bike leans heavily towards the sat@vants to go straight on. Slowing



right down and using a lot steering lock is necesddof.a show stopper but something that could be
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need to do sme research on combo setup

Friday 28" February 2015

Things did not progress quite as smoothly as | had hoped with the trail bike and | have not yet ridden it.
Firstly | the newly fitted rear tyre went soft overnight but | eventually traced thisdodgy valve and

the it has stayed up for nearly two dayiace Ifitted a new one. Then | noticed a pool of oil under the

front wheel which turned out to be a leaking seal in the offside fork leg. Initially | thought | could live
with it but then found tha the fluid could drip down on the brake and some actually got into the drum.
Fortunately | had a new seal in stock so today | stripped the front end yet again to repksicedst it

was bit dryer today so | was able to get a picture

Tinkering continas with the outfit just small detail things like fitting a correct MZ choke lever in place

of the British pattern on@nd draining the excess oil from the gearb@khilst tidying up the workshop |

found an old TS250 footrest which | can adapt as discussiesv. | have also placed an order with
Powerdynamo for their kits for the outfit and for a TS150. Not an immediate priority but | had the

money thanks to the sale of the Ariel and the exchange rate against the Euro is very good at present so
they cost mly a little more than | paid 10 years afgpo the same kitsl banked the rest today to resist

the temptation to spend any more.



| also sorted through my box of carburettors and found 4 that would fit the outfit should | not be able
to cure theover-fasttickover on the outfit. All have been stripped, cleaned and had their floats checked
and main jets adjusted as necessary. Sorting the carburetion is the next priority for the outfit.

Wednesday 18 February 2015

| finally found the engine number on the &8dthe good news is that it does match the frame number
according to Sunbeam factory records. The bad news is that it also is incorrectly recorded on the V5c as
SB17636 rather than S8636. | guess that hall have to write to DVLA in due course to get

corrected. Not overly anxious to start this process as they will probably get touchy about it and ask for
dating evidence or an inspection; just as well | joined the club.

The Ariel VH500 was sold today. Chap came all the way from Yorkshire. Cameamitsoa knew he

was serious. Seemed very pleased with the bike and admired some of my others. His uncle who drove

the van wanted to buy the S8 and was digaimted when | told him it was not for sale (well not yet

anyway). Theyre | ordered for the Trabike arrived today so | have now fitted this to the rear wheel
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tomorrow. Green lanes here | come.

The MZ outfit was unloaded from the van yesterdéth the help of Mikeg he got the Haynes manual

which came with the outfit as a reward as | already have@aé&hristmas present back in 198tN

ridden (driven?) it yet as | wanted to check it over and tidy a few things more to my liking. Getting it t
start was difficult, turned out to be points which needed some determined cleaning before they would
produce a spark. The condenser was also incorrectly fitted so in the end | fitted new points and
condenser and the correct bracket. | also replacedpug cap as it looked atlodd and the plug

which was a resistor type. Nothing critical but at least | know now that everything is standard and the
timing is spot on at 2.7m btdc. While the plug was out | checked the squish band and this was also spot
onat 1.45mm (book setting is 1:4.6mm). The engine has bags of compression starts easily and

sounds sweet enough but the tickover seems rather high and | cannot seem to get it any lower. The
carb is newg bought from TheMZShop fairly recently so | will BEK Speakman about thihe

charging system seems to work and so do all the lights though the winkers on 6V are a bit pathetic. |
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Powerdyamo systerand convert everything to 12v.

As with all TS250s, the seat/footrest relationship gives a rather cramped riding position so | have raised
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another option may bgossible (in part anyway) with this outfit. On the LH side the lower sidecar

mounting strut is almost immediately below the footrest bar. So | will look out for a spare footrest, cut

of the LH side and just lower the RH side. | think | have a TS or Ed@2&& bar somewhere in the

stores. Otherwise no doubt eBay will provide. The other essential job | did was to clean and polish the
front wheel which has a Honda TLS hub laced to an MZ rim. The spokes are galvanised and quite tidy
but the nipples are gag rusty so | will investigate changing thesedisror chromed brass ones. Sadly

s/s spokes are probably not a sensible option for sidecar usage.

Monday 16" February 2015

Several small jobs tackled today as it has been raining too hard to want taclithle combo from the
van.Probably the most important was that | finally found a satisfactory trail tyre and have placed an
order which should be here in a few days. | also removed the drive side cover on the TS150 and refitted



the thrust washer on the kkstart shaft which | had dropped off and been mislaid the last time the
cover was removed. To avoid draining the recently replaced gearbox oil | Laid the bike on its side for the
5 minutes it too to do the job.

Next job was to disrobe the Sunbeam to chéwok frame and engine numbers which according to the
Sunbeam Owners Fellowship (SOF) that | have just joined were incorrect on the V5C. They were quite
right, the V5 records frame number as 588657 where@saittually S8457. | could not find the engine
number which seems to be mostly hidden under the gearbox bell housing. | did fiachber on the
gearbox S&755 though seems well out of line with the engine number. Anyway | have reported this
information to see what the SOF makes of it.

While | was wdking in the rear garage | decided to give the R26 and oil change as the stuff in the sump
looked pretty black and smelly. | also fitted a Ok resistance plug cap as specified by Powerdynanmo
(Normal NGK caps are 5k ohms). Did not make any difference &iatang sadly.

Sunday 18 February 2015

Becoming more of a weekly than a daily blog at present so some catching upl teagdba long think

about my bike collection and decided that the Ariel would be sold. Not an easy decision but getting it
out of theshed to check over reminded me what a heavy lump it was and how much work was needed
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necessary time and money on a bike | would probably never ride aggimay. Put an advert on

Gumtree on Tuesday and had a lot of resporse®inly because | set the price low to reflect the jobs

that need doing. First viewer came on Wednesday morning and admitted he had knee troubles and was
going into hospital for an arationshortly! He asked time to think it over and | was not surprised when

he rang back migdfternoon to say it was not for him. The next person on the list failed to turn up for
three appointments to view so has wasted three days for me yet still wardeme and view; why do

people do this. A couple of other responses were clearly from dealers who probably want the regn
number. | could have sold to either at the full asking price with deposits via PayPal but | think the bike
deserves better. The nexpfential buyer lives in Yorkshire and is clearly an enthusiast. He says he is
coming down on Wednesday with a van; | hope he is not another timewaster.

Turning to pleasanter things, | drove to Newtown, Powys on Thursday, a 300 mile round trip, to collect

the MZ combo. It was exactly as described and every bit as good as the photos had suggested. Tony had
removed all the agreed bits so the outfit fitted perfectly in the back of the van and was soon tied down.

Got home about 4pm which was pretty good goinige Bnly blight to Thursday was that | had
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the trip trying to figure out how talig myself out of this hole. Glad to say | am now forgiven and should

be fuly recovered within a week or so!

As | write this the combo is still in the van partly because it needs two people to get it out but mainly
because sight of it could still incense my wife. | can do a limited amount of worlg omaiinly checking

thingsover as until | ride it there is nothing obvious that needs doing apart from a bit of polishing.

Probably will leave it in the van until the Ariel is sold and its space in the shed is available for the BK350
which is presently in the workshop. Looking la¢ paperwork which came with the combo, it seems it

was restored and the Squire sidecar fitted around 1984 atilad 23000 miles and has seen little use
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is correct. There have been orlyprevious owners and the first owner had it from 19/96. The



second owner until 2004 and the third owner until Z0The latter sold the regn number in 2005 it was
formerly KEN 590P, now LCC 594P and transferrable strangely. Bit sad but at least that part is
documentedg often you never get to know about the previous number for a vehicle with an age
related number. Given that it was restored over 30 years ago it is in remarkable condition.

Other work in the garage has been limited to some further tidying of the trail TS150, mostly fitting s/s

nuts & bolts and cleaning the rear wHeew that | know | am stickingithii KS My é NAY &aAl So
some s/s spokes which | may fit later but some silver paint will do for now. | have also cleaned up and
painted the bikes original front forks as they oneegently fitted are from a 500R with disk brake lugs

and seem to me tdnave heavier weight springs. In due course these may be better fitted to the combo
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caliper and master cylindexrs | am pretty sure | gave thesedohn Matthews when he was having

brake problems with one of his bikes. Must have a look in his garage some time as | bet they are still
lying around unused.

Monday 9" February 2015

I have been pretty preoccupied with the Bristol Bike Show for theféagtdays. Friday was setup day
which involved driving to Neston to pick up Mike and the display material first. All went well and we
were done by about 4pm. Saturday | had a day off but it was mostly spent doing odd jobs around the
house and clearing thean ready for Sunday. On Sunday | was on duty on the club stand and of course
we had to dismantle it load it plus the bikes into thewvahe return trip was via Deeg to drop off

Tony Ka@ BSA and then Neston to oat the display material. Neap8 bythe time | got home and |

was ready for bed. The picture sk the stand when we opened on the Sunday. You may notice that
the TRW has Rosette which it won as the best military machine.

Today was my one day a month working for the County Council savdsapretty much wiped out in
terms of quality garage time but | did spend an hour this evening fitting a different set of handlebars to



the R26 and then transferred its old trials type braced bars to the TS150. Both bikes look much better
for the swap inrmy opinion. Will post some pictures later.

My hopes for an improvement in the starting of the R26 were dashed, it was no better when | tried it
on Thursday morning dadid spend some time trying to fit the BVF carhis rapidly came to nothing

when | faind that the Bing carb is fitted with a steeply angled top to enable the cable to clear the tank
mounting bracket. Something similar would be needed fore the BVF carb and inspiration failed to strike
so | gave it up for now.

On Saturday the replacement Werdynamo coil arrived. It was quickly fitted and the Supa5 is now
running again. When | get a chance | want to alter the bracket to give a better path for the ignition
cable, it has a very sharp bend at present.

Perhaps the most exciting thing which hagppened over the past few days is the discussion | have

been holding with Tony Fones in Milales about the TS250 outfit he advertised on the MZRC website.

We have reached an accord and all being wellllpick it up on Thursday. According to our

measurenents, it should fit inside the van once a few items like the silencer and footrest bar are

removed. Just hope that provestobetruid y 3 gl & (G2 3F2 (G2 FAYR AG 62y Qi

Wednesday 4 February 2015

A day of mixed fortunes. | decided to try the B¥Fbmn the BMW R26 but this attempt stalled fairly
quickly. There is a mounting bracket immediately above the carb and to clear this there is an angled
extension to the top of the carb for the cable. The BVF carb would barely fit beneath the bracket and
certainly no room for the cable. While it was apart, | checked over the original Bing carb and swapped a
couple of bit; firstly replacing the original slide as the new one was slightly longer andcould stick in



