Daily (sometimes) Blogg Part7
Saturday ' October 2016

Another week without a huge amount to report. Insurance has been the biggest issue this week after my renewal
premium doubled fromast yearMainreason was the inclusion of the Baghira which being only 12 years old
effectively rerated the whole policy. Tdoa number of phone calls and time dine before Ifinally managed to get

the cost down to a more sensible figutewas my presenbrokerwho finally came up with the best soluticafter

some armtwisting and threats to change brokB& annoying that they could not be bothered tesearchthe
marketbetter in the first placeThe K75 is now taxed ahtbok it for its first ride today over to castle combe to

watch the Classic Car racing. Awful weather and ke I3 filthy but | just had to try it out. Went very well and will
make a geat touring bike. Only two obseations so farlt seems a bit low geared but this makes it very flexible in
top gear and the screen could usefully be a bit higher to avoid tiffen my visorlLatter easily fixed.

This afternoon Bill camever with his van and we have lded all three bikes ready for o@olonbrestrip. Bill is
spending the night with us and we set off felymoutharound 10:30 tomorrow.l did give the Velo one final test ride
on Friday and it went fine so hopefully it willnberm well in Spain. No morelogupdates until 11th October agam
not taking the computer with md may have some news about the acquisition of a Skorpion when | get back.

Sunday 2% September 2016

Not a huge amount to report mostly fine tuning things on various bikes. | rode the Baghira to VMCC club night on
Thursday and the gearchange is now fine so my fix worked. | also refiled the tank. It took 8.08I to cover 204kms
which works out to 71.5mpg happy with that. | had also noticed thtte rear light wadoose and found that one of
the fixing bolts had shapped of the plastic housing. Some araldite and a new bolt seem to have fixed the problem
along with a loose lens on one of the indicatdd®weve, just in case | have made up a replacement rear light unit
from an empty Lucalight unitfitted with leds¢ a batch of 7 for the rear light and 14 for the stop light. Tested it on
the Baghira and it works fine but | will hold it in reserve for ropity ilisG Lucas shell rather tharilMdr as it would

be useful on the MS&see below

| went to the VMCC Autojumble at the Bath & West showground yesterday and managed to pick up most of the
items on my shopping list. One of the items was a 23w pilot ghi. The plan was to fit this to the MSS so that |

could ride it on sidelights rather than main beam. Lights are compulsory in Spain and | am dubious about the ability
of the Alton 12v alternator on th#SS to balance the load at anything except mairroalising speeds. Fitted the

new bulb and it was brilliant until | realised that it remained on when the headlight was on. Adding a further 23w to
the load would certainly have caused charging issues with the hl on!. This was odd as though contirestaftdaik

have sidelights anthainbeam on together (MZs and BMWS to name a couple) normally British bikes of this era
operate them separately. This morning | removed the headlamp shell and traced the wiring. The sidelight connectio
was linked to the reaiidht so obviously they would always be on together. | managed to find a terminal on the
switch which gave a separate feed for the sidelight and have now rewired the bike. A quick test showed that the
charge load is balanced at moderate engine speeds Wwi28w bulbg result.

| also picked up a"2hand handlebar mirror for a modest £2. | had intended to use it as a donep#irranother
mirror. In fact it was in very good condition but dideta new taper nut. This was soturned up on the lathe so
now | have a good spare mirror but still ottet needs an internal clam@| must figure out a way to make one of
these.

I have managed to touch up some of the peeling paintwork on the K75 engine. The swinging arm still needs attentic
but it will need somalismantling to gain access so | have left this for now. All the obviously rusty bolts have been
removed, cleaned up, oiled and replaced. Amazing how much this improves the appearance of a bike. | managed t
get some 10mm s/s bolts at the a/j which wiltther tidy up areas like the calipers. Looking forwasd hursday

when | can tax and ride the bike legally.



Wednesday 21 September 2016

John and Ern came up to visit on Tuesday and after lunch we loaded up the Guzzi V75 in Johns trailer for the trip
bad to Exeter. Bit sad that it did not work out, more for Johns sake than anything. However he has cunning plan to
lower the bike which could make it more suited to his physiqlets hope so. Within an hour | had a visit from John
may who | have not seenif several months. He has made a good recovery from his heart attack and is still planning
to do a ride from the tip of South America to somewhere in North America. He and Chris have just come back from
rehearsal trip to Montenegro and Greece which wedll but he still has some practical issues to overcome like
insurance and medication supplies. Target is to be in Tierra Del Fuego no later than January to maximise the
Southern Hemisphere summeBrave man

Today Ikollected the K75RT from Tetbury. Tekigdly drove me up and | was back home before 12. The bike went
very well and | am more than pleased with it. One slight issue, it has a monitoring system for the rear and brake ligh
and this came on when | was close to home which panicked me a bietlised what it was. Sure enough the rear

light bulb had died during the tripndis now replaced. My plan is to work through the bike checking it over and
sorting out some minor cosmetic issues mainly odd rusty antssome peeling paint on the engir@ther than that

the finish is excellernt | think the panels and the tank must have been resprayed recently but very well done. Taxing
it will wait until | get back from Spain in October.

The new gearchange cable for theeddn mower arrived in the pogbday and it proved surprising easy toMower
now fully operation so no excuse for not cutting the grass.

Monday 19" September 2016

Drizzling today so no guilt about working in the garage. | had a look at the gear change on the Baghira and the
problemwas obvious. There is a remote gear lever system connected by an adjustable rod. However, the short
splined section on the actual gearbox had been put on too far forward so that it was hitting the chain guard on
downward changes before the gear couldydklect. Stamping hard forced it in but a normal pressure would only
partially engage. Strange that it only seemed to manifest itself when selecting first gear. By moving the selector
round one spline | not only gave it sufficient clearance but raisegéual to a better angle as well. Wish all
problems wee as easily solved.

The van has been to the garage today to have thelptochip fitted. The mechanic said he thought it felt torquier
when he took it for a test drive and | felt the same on thersltrip home. Probably wishful thinking, and the acid

test will be towing the caravan which is probably some way off given the autumn seems to have arrived in earnest
and we have no more trips planned.

Sunday 18 September 2016

Workshop time on Saturdayas limited to investigating why my rie mower would only engage revers geatr.

Finally figured out how to get it into a position where | could see what | was doing and the problem was just a
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search on the internet identified one at slightly less than second mortgage price.

Today | took the Baghira on a VMCC run which started at Wootton Bassett and wended its way through rural
Oxfordshire. Oly the vaguest idea of where we went but the weather was good, the route pleasant and the lunch
excellent at pub in a place called Leafield. Bike went well but a couple of things will need attention. First one is eas)
¢ remove the extension | put on thedgistandg not needed now the rear suspension is lowered. Second thing is to
investigate why its reluctant to get into first geapften it has to be glected then held before it will engage fully.
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the smoothest of engines and has a rough spot just around 55 which was pretty much the speed of today$eun!

its very smooth and at 60 it smooths out again and ran briefly up to 75 wifhrtiter vibes. However it needs'as

soon road speed drops below 40ish aritiggar for town speeds not the most flexible of engines especially



compared with the Velos which will run top down to 30mph no problem. Howeea itorse designed for a
different course and great fun even if not the ideal mount for a VMCC social run.

| am suffering temptation tonight as | have been offered first refusal on BMW R75/5 which | saw many years ago ar
always coveted. Awaiting photos and other details but | easy will be just as good as | remember as the owner is
fastidious over his bikes. Biggest problem will be finding space to kézgsitming the price which we have yet to
discuss is Witin my means).@nething may havetogodzi L R2y Q0 |1dbéa ib padt ithii L O2 dz

Friday 18" September 2016

A satisfying day doing a number of small but worthwhile jobs in and around the workisitspjob was t@ur new
caravan to relocate the smoke alarm which was right by the hob and went off every time dé¢heskying pan or

boiled a kettle. | also mounted the fire extinguisher in an accessible location. Those two jobs got me some smartie
points from Mrs F which is always a good thing.

Next job was to make a tapered nut for the handlebar mirror on the MB& existing arrangement was a simple nut
and the taper was provided by the inner pressed steel clamp but over time this tape smooths out and the mirror just
flops about. | also changed the fixing socket bolt to a metric type as | have very few imibemi&legs whereas |

have loads of the metric type. The wing mirror is now fitted to the left hand side of the handlebar ready for riding in
Spain. | also started the MSS to make sure it was still running ok. Took about three kicks to get it goingvhst this
largely down to me experimenting with the tickler and choke settings. All seems good anyway.

The Baghira has been promoted to the workshop as | plan to use it on Siwaiayjob was to have another go at
the alloy wheel rims, removing the last of thaint and giving them a good clean. They are slowly getting better
though nothing like as shiny as the rims on thstkes given similar treatment. Spokes on the rear wheel cleaned
up quite well and there is no desperate urgency about replacing themfrdheheel spokes are a different matter
and most are well rusted. | have touched up the worst with silver paint for now but the will need more attention
sooner rather than later.

Carrying on with the wheel theme, | have started respoking the ETZ2504@®. | had done this once already but

my grandson was desperate to upgrade his ETZ125 to a disk brake so | gave him that wheel plus a master cylinder
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Ran out of energy tonight with 6 spokes togthey should not take long tomorrow.

Spoke to my friend John today and he has decided to come up and collect the Guzzi on Tuesday. He has a friend v
was coming uphis wayanyway to deliver alock (repairing antique clocks is his hobagyl has a towbar so it was a
convenient solution. | have arranged to collect the K75 on Wednesday morning as space is at a premium currently.

Thursday 1% September 2016

Well | guess things are getting backnarmal so far a the blog is concerned. Holidays and riding bikes are rapidly
disappearing into history to be replaced by tales of workshop activities and woes. Today started encouragingly whe
I made a start of fitting the PeBitz tuning device to thé@&rafic. | studied the Haynes manual assiduoggyen
photocopied the relevant pages and laminated them save getting dirty fingermarks over the book. All went well
initially, | got the air cleaner box off ok but then the pictures and words bore littiennéance to what | could see in
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in on Monday for them to do the job and hang the expense.

Things did not improve. | rode the MSS and it weall to start with but as soon as | got more confident with it and
tried overtaking lorry it started missing and actually cut out altogether above certain throttle openings. Difficult to
believethat raising the needle one notch could have such a direceéfBack home | tried swapping plugs and it did
seem to improve a little with one of the iridium plugs that came out of the guzzi. Putting the needle back to its
original setting did not improve matters either. In desperation I refitted the new Wassélll ¢teught for the bike a



while ago and which | could never seem to tune properly. This made matters even worse, it was clearly running far
too rich at anything above %4 throtti®aradoxically thedlortune suggested a good mixture and it started easilg a
ticked over quite well.

In desperation, | stripped the old 30mm concentric | had removed earlier in the day and the problem was
immediately obvious. The main jet had unscrewed and was lying in the bottom of the float bowl. When | tried to
replace the jeit would not tighten up and | found it was partially fractured, possibly from being previously over
tightened. | could not find a spare 270 main jet but | fancy this was too big for my bike anyway so a 250 main jet is
now installedand | put back the oginal plug (only change one thing at a time my dad taught egst ride with

the 30mm carb in place showed no signs of the misfiring or cutting out at wide throttle opesuriggpefully this
particular problem is resolvedoubtless otheswill arise.

Wednesday 14 September 2016

The MSS got the full service treatment today at xxxxxx miles. Fresh engine oil and filter, gearbox oil replaced,
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showing signs of weak running after my last trip. Tomorrow we have a lunch time meeting at the Westbrook Inn
which is only 6 mile away, perfect for a short proving ride and it will be warmed up enough when | get back to use
the colortune to set up the idle correctly. Once that is done | shall put the bike in mothballs until the Colombres trip
in October.

Having decided the Guzzi&¥is not for me | have been looking at various internet sites to see what is for sale. This
morning | saw on Ebay low mileage 1990 BMW K75RT for sale in Tetbury. Contacted the owner and viewed the bik
this afternoon. It really is a cracker and after attéde | was smitten in a way that the Guzzi never achieved. After a
short haggle we agreed a price and | left a deposit to secure the deal. Not sure yet when | can pick it up. The most
sensible time would be after the Guzzi has returned to Exeter. Naa teeclarify when this might be with John.




The Preabitz diesel tuning device arrived in the post today. The instructions are quite clear in terms of where the
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sensor) and looking under the bonnet merely served to confuse. | am avidly studying the Haynes manual for the
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and anyway paying someone to do the job would defeat the whole objective of saving money. | will consult my
friends at the pub tonight to see if any of them could help.

Tuesday 18 September 2016

No chance to update the blog for a few days or so asiawe been in Cornwall for the VMCC Cornish Section Holiday
week. Major preoccupation was towing the caravan for the first time and getting everything set up properly. The
bike was secondary to this but as always the MAC rose to the challenge and dicdsat b&at all week during

which we rode about 450 miles over 4 days. Pleased to say the caravanning side also went well. We learnt a few
things which will make it easier in the future and it was certainly much more spacious and luxurious than the dear
old motorhome. One slight downside was that the van seemed to be a bit underpowered at times nedieay 4

on some main road hills and the fuel consumption dropped like a stone. So much so that | have yet to work it out s |
NBIffe& R2y Qi ¢loyoine af the othef 2ally @ntrénts,]akofiple of them recommended fitting a black
box device into the engine management system. They had obtained significant improvement in power and much
better fuel consumption in their vehicles without any downsiddsave ordered one of these from a company called
Pro-Bitz and will give it a try.

The rally itself was superbly organised with excellent routes and route cards and we explored quite a bit of Cornwal
I missed out on one days because of a gippy tummyhiatttirned out to be a good thing as the dog got a twig stuck

in his throat which required a visit to the vet in Newquay at considerable expense. Not only that, | managed to dent
the lower sill on a rock in the vets gaairk; not a happy bunny. Overall hewer these were minor matters in what

was a very good week and a format which Mrs F enjoyed as walll seing wellve will be doing more of this type

of event in the futureThe picture shows one of the lovely organisers with my MAC on the Mevagisbeyhevall.

On Sunday | decided to try the V750SP on a longe It went ok, runningvell but somehow it did not bring the
same sort of smile to my face | get with riding some of my other bikes. It pulls well and thiealoah is very good
though itdoes seem to understeer somewhat. The riding position is also very good but my backside did not take toc



well to the seat which is quite firm. Towards the endlt &s though it was not quite as smooth and sure enough the
plugs were well sooted up whemecked. So my efforts to sort the carburetion have not really solved the problems.
Net conclusion was that it was not really a bike | wanted to own long term. Funnily enough someone finally
responded to the advert | put on Gumtree (mainly to try and gaimaight into its value). He canasound on

Monday and took it for a ride and made an offer of £1100. To be honest, | think that was probably a realistic figure
but well below what John would like so he left empty handealked it over with John last migand he is going to

have the bike back and experiment with lowering the riding position to make it more usable for himself. Not sure yet
if | am taking it down to Exeter he is going to pick it up.

Todayl put the MAC on the bike lift and gave it a seswat 983 miles. Fresh 20/50 engine olil (filter has only done
about 700 miles), tappets checked, gearbox oil replaced (SAE50) and primary chaincase refilled. When | drained it
there was still about 40cc remaining of the 70cc so it does retain some despite tiseTeakMAC has worked hard

all Summer being the bike of choice for road trials and now the rally. After its service it will most likely be in
hibernation to give the other bikes a changéut at least it will have fresh oil to keep it in good condition.

Friday 29 September 2016

Nearly two weeks without putting finger to keyboard and now | am struggling to think what | have done since my las
write-up. Easiest to work backwards | fancy. Grsgéptember | rode the MSS Velo on a VMCC run into the Costwolds
stopping at the ever popular Chedworth farm Shop for coffee then on to Northleach by a very pretty but circuitous
route to Northleach for lunch. The plan was to visit the mechanical music museum but lunch dragged on to near 3p!
and I needed to be home @fINBE p LIY (2 LA O] dzLJ G4KS wSyl dzZ & @l yd {2
home and it went really well. This was a relief as this was intended to be the final proving run before taking it to the
Colombres rally in October. Other than an didnge and general checkover | thinks its ready. The plug did look a bit
light in colour so | will arise the needle one notch during the service.

The 4spd TS250 has been used regularly and no recurrence of the carb pin problem fortunately. In factitsgoing
well and is growing on me. Now stays in the workshop as the bike of choice for shopping and other suchlike runs.

This have been less satisfactory with the V750SP which has been plagued with carb problems. It sailed through the
MoT though the front bake light switch was a bit sticky (now fitted anew one). It ran reasonably well on the way to
the garage but taking it for a longer run on the way back proved troublesome. It was misfiring and stalled easily
when waiting at lights. Back home the plugs madvo be exceeding sooty. When | stripped the carbs | found hat
virtually all the internals were uprated from standarghresumably because of the K&N filters fitted in place of the
standard air box. Main jet was 110(100), idle jet 40(38) atomiser 268T) 261 the plugs were a mismatched pair

of Iridiums. New jets are pretty expensive and as | was doing this investigation over the Bank Holiday weeiend
readily available so | played around with what | had. Needle in weakest setting, colourtunaufotietover and
balanced the carbs. Somewhat disappointingly the thing still showed sooty plugs after a trip round the block.
Subsequent investigation established that it was not runmiraperly on one side and which side depended on

which plug was fittedIt seemed to like the hotter of the two plugs, indeed it would not start on the other plug. On
Tuesday | tried to get a matching hotter Iridium plug but it would have been a special order costing over £16. So |
bought a pair of B6ES plugs (standard iIE®8and tried those with encouraging results in the garage testing anyway.
Today | too the V70 for a 15 mile ride with a mixture of fast main road (wdD35 fast for me) and country lanes
mostly at circa 4k revs or less but the odd spurt up to 5kisllees from the engine on the run and back home the
plugs were a nice shade of midown. So the bike is now rideable so that | can try it on some longer journeys to see
if | like it enough to buy @t which time | will sort out the jets more rigorousyouple of things | will need to look

into: there is a clonking noise if you hit a pothole (we hate20f (G KS&a S0 | y R framtheYankoetlie & dz
fairing, there is a sizzling noise from the clutch/gearbox area at tickover which goes whauttteis pulled in and

the screen needs a small extension as it currently directs the wind to the top of my visor. Nothargreatic. |

must say after riding the 4spd TS250 the V75SP seems very ponderous, It has a much longer wheelbase and
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worrying, just something to be aware of.

Qunday 2F' August 2016

An exhausting few days. Onday | drove down to Exeter to see John Hill and came babkhe Guzzi V75SP

pictured below. Poor John had always wanted one of these and snapped up this one when it came on the market
without riding it. He already has a V35 and V50 and reasonably enough thought the V75 was just a bigger engine ir
the same clotkes. When he finally got it on the road he found it too high for hiseems the V75SP has a much
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running and try it out. If I like it | witluy it from him, otherwise | will sell it for him. Seems like a-win to me. |

have added it to my insurance policy whilst sorting out a few other changes so it could soon be road legal. As usual
the picture flatters and the bike is a bit scruffier thi appears but seems sound.

The journey home was nightmare, took 1.25 hours longer than the trip down and | was late starting because | was
helping John with a wiring problem on his ETZ150. The next day was the MZRC AGM at Market Harborough so | st
had things to do to prepare for that so the bike was left in the van.

I have never been to M before butit is now clear | have been closeths latter part of the trip seemed vaguely
familiar. Then | realised that | had picked up the CB400A from Pdsfdich is only about 8 miles south ofiMlalso

on the A508. It was great to meet up with some of the other MZRC committee members especially the new editor
Steve Quirke and WebmastePeter Morris as well as a number of other old friends. The AGM jtassed
uneventfullyg | am still the membership eordinator as no one else wants the job. However it did not finish till near
6pm so it was past 9pm before | got home. Slept well that night.

Sunday was quite eventful. | got the V75 out of the van artdhge screen back on the fairing as it was otherwise

too tall to go in. | did start it up and everything seems to be working ok but there were other priorities. The first of
which was to sort out the tow bar on the van to accommodate dual wiring conrecgtrould have been a simple

job; I had bought a very smart s/s plate but it would not fit as it fouled the bumper! In the end | had to make up
some 20mm spacers and find some longer bolts to move the ball hitch out. Now done but obviously took far longer



than | had expected. Whilst using my mobile phone to take some pictures of the Gutietrsome missed calls.
Theywere from a guy who was interested in buying my thike trailer so we arranged for him to come down later
on SundayHe eventually tuned up in the middle of the saga below but was happy with the trailer and swiftly
departed.

At the AGM | had offered Maurice Banfield the Devon MZRC rep a stopover on his way back to Chard and he turne
up about 1pm together with Wayne Noble from Cornwall a I dzZN&A OSQa o6A 1S 41 a 3IAGAyYy3
the bike lift and stripped it down. This was a much more complex job than normal. Firsthad to strip off all his
camping gear, then fight our way past the full dolphin fairing he hagfi&entually we got it to bits to find a pretty
mangled clutch assembly. The picture below shows that two of the plates had no fibre inserts left andttkenaen

deep grooves. Maurice had bought a few spare parts at the AGM but they did not inclidehacentre so we

rebuilt the clutch with one of my spares. Reassembling the engiadound it difficult to get the correct clearance

on the crankshaft thrust washers but eventually found what we thought was a satisfactory fit by mixing/matching
my spae washers. Eventually the bike was back together with new gasket and fresh oil. All seemed well until he
tried a test ride. Though the clutch seemed to be operating correctly, it was not actually releasing.

It was now 6pm and Wayne still had best pari.6D miles to get home so he departedt was good of him tstay

so long.Maurice and | adjourned for tea and bacon butties whilst we decided what could be wrong and what to do
about it. The conclusion was it had to be connected with the replacement fitheid and in particular the thrust

washers. The second strip down was quicker as we had figured out how to get the cover off despite the fairing. The
clutch itself came of too easily and the problem was immediately cl®@aspite ouchecks, the inner tust washer

was still too thick and had bowed slightly due to the pressure when torqueing up the clutch. Effectively both parts of
the clutch were solidly mounted on the crankshaft so the centre could not spin free when the lever was operated.
The issue wathe replacement centre from my stock which was slightly thicker that the original. Using the old was
out of the question but luckily | found another which did fit properly and we were able to set the correct clearance.
Finally, the engine was back togethand we did a quick test to make sure the clutch was now working before
completing the final assembly. Maurice eventually got away at 9:30pm. | guess we both learned something new anc
hope he got home ok.

Thursday18" August 2016



The MAC raperfectly whilst riding in the Funeral Cortege and it even had a few people taking pictures of it. Sad to
lose yet another of our long time VMCC frien@isough he had not ridden much for the lasb4/ears, he was a very
keen member of the club and he Wile missed.

On Thursday | took the TS250 for its first longer ¢ids usual over to Nesh to visit Mike Davis. It did not perform
well constantly misfiring and hiccupping then suddenly running perfectly normally. | declined the offer of a coffee
and turned straight round fully expecting to have to send for help. However, it did malkene. | could not make

my mind up whether it was a fuel or ignition problem, it had symptoms of both. | checkeambihtemperature as

soon as | arrived home and it wasite cool so unlikely that was the cause. The plug was new and was a perfect
colour but | did try changing ¢without any improvement. As soon as | removed the timing side engine cover the
likely cause was apparerthe points gap was huge, Not only svi causing misfiring, it also had the effect of ever
advancing the timing. A quick road test after resetting the gap to 15thou and it was a different bike.

Suitably releved | decided to take it for a longer run (circa 40 mdash way to South Cernefor a lunch time

VMCC meeting. Bike ran perfectly all the way though the front brake does not inspire much confidence. The fork
seals are leaking a little and | wonder if some of the oil is getting onto the ligisg®ething | need to check.

Coming homé had one of those motorcycling moments. The bike was cruising happily at around 50 when | backed
off for a corner only to find it kept on goirgthe throttle was jammed open. Luckitiiere was no one close behind

so | switched of the ignition then pulleéde clutch in to let it roll to a stop rightia a convenient shady layby. At first

I could find nothing obvious the slide moved and it clicked when bottoming bugthas a lot of slack in the cable.
Even when | pulled it out | could not see anythingmg until | looked for the pin which locates the slides
orientation. This had moved outwards so the slide could turn in the bore until it fouled the throttle stop screw. |
tapped the pin back in, reassembled and rode home very gentlyrjustse it happeed again; drtunately, it all

worked ok. Silly problem and yet anothgarning about these cheap BVF copies. | have put somersealend the
exposed side of the pin to hold it in place for now. A proper repair would be to drill and tap then use ansttrew
locknut. Nothing small enough in my toolbox so | will have to consult the experts.

Carb issue apart | was well pleased with the little TS250, it seems to have a lot more torque than the Supab even
though the engine is largely built from second haaaltg.

Yesterday | replaced the temporary extended dogbones on the Baghira for a pairheldibe& made for me by a

friend and which | had painted@hey are exactly the same sizgist look a bit smarter. | also tried to remove the
handlebars to fit some spacers under the clamps so that | can lower the front end of the bike. Had to give up as the
nuts holding the clamps cannot be loosened in site tihp yoke will need to come offdecided it was a job best

left for another time as its not that critical and the potential for something to go wrong was quite high. | cannot ride
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Sunday 1# August 2016

Things are moving on apace. On Friday we picked up the caravan which has been bought to replace the Motorhom
which was written off recently. Mrs F is now a very happy lady though due to various dog showing contmginee

has yet to have any time to play with her new toy. | was pretty nervous on the trip home but all went well. However,
| discovered that my so called 13 pin socket on the Renault van only has 7 ping funeefbr ordinary trailer work

but not for caravan towing so | am now researching how to get the towbar wiring upgraded.

On Sunday | took the SM Baghira in the van to Longhope nr Gloucester to meet up with Eldest son Richard who ha
ridden the Honda down to its new owner. After a cup of tea antharge of paperworkRthard rode the Baghira

back to Shrewsbury and | drove down to Ham for the MZ club meeétithge | was in Longhope Rob showed me his
Velocette Valiant fitted with the LE sidalve engine. Very nicely done and an attractive bikel lsuspect it would
become a bit pedestrian on some of our club runs. Ideal fofTitidlers & Tortoises event thougfihis exercise has
cleared a space in the garage and freed up some cash to enable another potential purchase to take place. On Fride
amgoing down to Exeter to visit John Hill and look at a MBt@zi V75SP which he is sellsde finds it too tall for



comfort. It ticks many of the boxes for a successor to the Reverwviry shaft drive, armchair riding position and

old enough to be VI@C eligible. Hmefully it will live up to its promise. However, the deal is that | bring it home to
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anyway. Tomorrow we ride eert to the funeral cortege of Peter Taylor from Devizes to Calne.

Thursday 11 August 2016

The Supab passed its MoT on Tuesday but has been mothballed for the time being to allow time to be spent on the
other bikes. The Whitchurch TS250 has been pulgdf hibernation and given a checkover. Though it passed ist
MoT back in April and is insured and taxed, | have never actually ridden it so far. So Wednesday was its first test ric
Quite pleased with the way it went though | only did about 5 miles dotlne village. The gearbox & clutch seem

quite smooth compared to the Supa5 and the engine pulled well but it did not seem to have quite the same
willingness to rev like the Supab. This was confirmed when | took it out today to get petrol coming baekrairth

road where | could give it a bit more throttle. It flies up to%® but was reluctant to go much beyond and opening

the throttle wider seemed to bog it down. | must check the records to see what sort or rebuild | did, it may just
need running inAnyway | will use it regularly for the time being to see how it develops. One thing which surprised
me was the riding position and handling. | used a pair of the low short bars for the rebuild and expected to feel
cramped but in fact it was quite comfoltée and the steering does not feel anything like as light as the Supa5 with

its high bars. | was going to seek out a set of higher bars but will hold back for now.

On Tuesday evening | rode the Baghira to Wick for the Velo Club meeting. Three pleagésegsFjpstly the

seating is much improved since | arranged my bean bag to make the seat more level and wider at the edges. | was
still comfortable after 20 miles. Secondly | filled the tank and the consumption worked out at Z0Orafbgr better

than | was expecting and quite satisfactory. Thirdly, despite the tiny odd shaped headlight, it works surprisingly well
and night time riding was fine. Today | fitted the handlebar container for my phone which came as a birthday
present from my son. Easy to fitédmo move around to other bikes. Have not yet tried the phone in it to make sure

it actually works. My daughter tells me she has bought (on advice from Richard) a USB connector for the bike this i
on its way and could be a useful fitting.

Monday 8" August 2016



The cold is finally beginning to clear up Bldwly and have no achieved much over the last few days. | skipped the
VMCC Run to Bourton on the Water but if | did anything useful with the time | am darned if | can remember. The
Revere has beesold and Richard will be riding it to its new owner next Sunday near Gloucester. | will be delivering
his Baghira to the same location so he can ride it home then driving back to Ham for the MZ club meeting. On
Sunday Mike and | drove down to Creech Sthdlét to take part in the Somerset Section Signpost Trial. Cracking
event which we both enjoyed though | have not seen any results yet. Glad we drove down as otherwise it would
have been a 200 mile ride overall and | was pretty tired when | got home anyway

Today lgave the MA@ clean after its exertions yesterday. | also checked all the oil levels as it was dripping a small
amount of oil every time we stopped. Gearbox was full, primary chaincase still had the correct amount and the
engine oil did not seerto have dropped much so not sure where the oil is leaking frafgtinoying but not

enough to worry about. | also gave the Supa5 and clean and polidh bedked foan MoT on Wednesdayjlways

wise to present a clean shiny bike to the examitérave ordered some spare cables for the MSS for our Spanish trip
plus a couple of other bits so tomorrow is allocated to giving it a good clean and fitting the new parts.

Wednesday 3 August 2016

The cold has turned into something more aggressive and itdadly slowed me down as | have no energy and little
enthusiasm for garage work. However, some things had to be done. First job was to change the oil filter on the MS
which is normally an incredibly messy job asréie no official way to drain the fét chamber. In this case the

chamber was empty of oil indicating that its contents had drained back into the engine. There is no ssunvpéng

valve on the return side but in theory only a very small amount of oil can pass as the feed pipe is athreogi@bf

the chamber. However, there is an aluminium tube which should be a tight fit on the filter retaining stud. Mine was
loose so the whole chamber was able to drain. | haw& glued the ali tube to the stud and reassembled with a new
filter. Hop€ully this will cure its wesumping habits.

Flushed with success, | then tackled the leak in the bathroom cistern. Initially | seemed to make matters worse but
after dismantling the syphon valve and reassembling with plenty of sealant all now seems tdl.b&t veast it has

not dripped for near 48hours anyway. Thinking | was on a roll | stripped the Bagihira down to do the tappets and
check the plug. Well doing the tappets was fiddly but easy enough, getting the plug out was another matter which
has occupd me for the better part of 2 days. The photo shows the problem:

I N ‘ You can see the rubber bung sitting on the top of the plug
w 3

which stops the plug spanner fitting on the hexagon. It looks
easy enough to remove but bear in mind the plug is recessed
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the head to workin. Getting the mobile phone in there to
take the picture was easy enough but otherwise you are
working blind.In fits and stars over two days | tried various
thingsmost of which simply drew more blood from my
knuckles. 8ccess was only achieved whendde a chisel
out of an old kitchen knife and cut through the sides of the
rubber grommet. | was then able to hook it out and finally
E-. \ remove the plug which | spect had not been removed for
\\: = many a long day. The rubber grommet was the end piece of
‘ . - y . an NGK eended plug cap and the reason it would not come
out easily to start with was because it was partly trapped under the plug washer. Goodness knows how long it had
been like that or how anyone managed to tighten the plug with it in place. Curiously theggpugpw fitted is
complete with its end cap. Fortunately, apart from a 35thou gap the plug colour looked good but | have put in a new
plug anyway.

\;‘ ‘



Tomorrow (Thursday) we have a VMCC run to Bourton on the water which | was looking forward to but unless my
cold clears up dramatically overnight | shall give it a miss.

Monday ' August 2016

On Sunday | rode the Enduro Baglurea trip to visit a number of dealers to look at various types of caravan to
establish which type would suit us best. Really it wasgnsxcuse to go fax longish ride when the sun was

shining. The bike went very well and with one exception is a joy to ride. The exception being the seat which is
extremely uncomfortable. The pain in the backside means that you just have to sto@af#€rmiles you just have

to get off and walk around. Fortunatelhis was pretty much the distance between each of my destinatithere

is still a bit o popping on the overrun, but | can live with this for nbeday | gave it an oil and filter change

27795kms for the record. | was hoping to make do the tappets as welltsiegarea bit clattery after | played

around with them last week. However, | seem to have developed a cold complete with headache, runny nose and
sore throat sawvorking in the geage rapidly lost its appeal. Maybe tomorrow.

Saturday 3¢ July 2016

Apologies to any readers of the blog (are there any | wore2)NJ € | O1 2 F dzLJRF 6Sa o6dzi L
enough time or enthusiasm to write it up for the last two weeks. Therelleen some progress on various fronts.
The main one being that the insurance company finally confirmed the motorhome was a total loss (due to lack of
spares from Compass) and we have agreed an acceptable valuation. Now the hunt is on for its replaoeungérnit t
may be prudent to wait until later in the year when prices traditionally drop. Sorting this out plus coping with 6
family visitors for the last week has pretty much been all | could cope with.

On the bike front | found an easy way to way to get Baghira of the ground to fit the new dogbones. | pushed my
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lifted easily and was very stablEhis technique can also be used to whelghnges at both ends and to grease the

chain. Changing the dogbones was then only 5 minute job and | was pleased to find that the bearings were all in
good nick. | was relieved to find that my calculations were correct and the 130mm links dropped thy hilceind
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test to a lunch meet at Poulshot confirmed that this had no adverse effect on the handling. On the advice of the Mu.
Forum | had oened up the pilot airscrew adjuster from 2.5 to around 4 turns out and this has reduced the popping
and banging in the silencer quite a lot. | have now opened it to 5 turns out but not yet tried it like that. The Forum
recommended 6 turns out but that seesva lot so | will get there by easy stages.

My eldest son Richard has been staying with us this week along with our 16lgeaanddaughter and 18 year old
grandson, the latter riding down on the ETZ125 | built for him last yiahard was very smittesy the Street Moto
Baghira which | had been trying to sell without success. He has been riding it whenever he could all week and in the
end | relented and agreed he could have it. The deal is that he sells the Honda Revere | gave him last year to at lec
make some contribution to my bike fund. To celebrate the 3 of us rode in convoy to Calne for the annual bike day;
rather nice to have three generations of the family on the road together. However, it nearly turned into disaster
when someone lost controlf@ bike (an MZ Supa5 of all things) whilst leaving the display area and knocked over my
MSS Velo which in turn knocked over the Baghira. Fortunatelgamage seems to have been done to the bikes but
my granddaughters new helmet is badly scratched arnbprobably have to be replaced. TBapascame of far

worse with bent indicators and a broken rear shock.

Friday 1%' July 2016

| forgot to mention in the lasipdate that Mike Davis and | rode in the Cotswold Weekend Road Trial. This was baset
at the Apple Orchard camp site justfdhe A48 North of Westbury on Severn. §hias an old fashionedhie trial

where you have to follow a route card and keep to a set average speed. Mike got hopelessly lost on the morning
section and though | kept to route las running consistently slower than set speed all day. Still | managed a second



place and it was a really nice day out. Good route through parts of NW Glos and Herefdrtsivieenot visited in
many yearsexcellent carvery lunch and the MAC ran likeead all day. Even the weather was good. Such a shame
that they only had 22 entriesi KS 2 6 KSNE R2y Qi 1y2¢ 6KIG (KS& YA&aaSR

On the Baghira frong did | mention | have two of the things! | have been slowly tidyingatp. The luggage rack

and the land giards from the Street Moto model (the one | plan to sell) have been transferred to the Enduro model
as it needs them morand both now have some transfers which | made on the computer to brighten up the solid
black appearance. The seized choke cable orstflenodel has been removed and | have adapted the choke
operation to a simple pull ling this seems to be a common problem and common solution. With the choke seating
properly when off, the tickover seems to be more stable as wi®hus Now all | wants a buyer.

The Enduro model proved to have severe popping and banging indise exhausbn the overrun sd checked the
tappet clearances and found some very tightnoyingly, the noises were no better after this service. Next idea was
to fit the original MZ silencer which came with the bike. This made it much more socially acceptable in that it did
remove the raucous bark from the race can previously fitted; there is still some popping on the overrun but at least
its more muted and | can live withuntil a final solution is foundRemoving the carb is a major job on this bike.



A few days ago my friend Mick the welder gave mme 6mm strip steel and today

I made a pair of longer dogbones to lower the suspension oEmguroBaghira.
These are 130m against the original 118mm. Does not seem much but | am
assured that this is enough to drop the back end by about 45mm. The next trick is
to figure out how to fit them to a bike that has no centre staRtbm the picture

you can see why these links aralled dog bones. Mine are nothing like as elegant
at present, just two pieces of 25mm wide strip with 12mm holes for the bolts

Tuesday 12 July 2013

Things have moved apace on some fronts though sadly not with respect to the motorhome where we are still
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beginning to look like they may not be available Mrs F is not a happy lady.

On Monday evening the BMW F650 was collected so thatifa@esome space in the garage but not for long. On
Wednesday drove down to North Devon to pick up a Honda VT250ieaded a new home. It was not something |
wanted particularly but the owner had died (not from anything motorcycle related) and his widowabigsvanted

it out of the wayand a friend of my asked me to helfhe idea was | would check it over, tidy what | could and then
try to sell it. Any proceeds going to the Air Ambulance charity. There was not a lot | could do with it, it had stood for
17years so was well seasoned but complete and quite a pretty looking thing. As there was no key | could not even
test the electrics. Anyway | put it on Gumtree on Sunday night and it had sold by Monday lunchtime. Clearly |
underpriced itas | had several memphone callut the AA charity is now £5 better off and my garagagainhas a

little more space.

During the week | got to pondering about my Baghira and remembered that | had ridden the one at Harlow which
whilst high, had not seemed anything likedesinting. It was still on eBay and the price had dropped so | decided to
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endure bikeg hand guards and a raeland the other one will be put up for sale shortly.



