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Tuesday 26th March 2019 

Finally settled the layout of school, café and cottages as you can see in the pictures below. I have also put down 

ballast and grass over the remainder of the layout but that is about it. Really the railway has taken a back seat and I 

am unlikely to do much if anything more until next winter other than occasionally play trains. I still need some more 

animals to populate the fields and this has proved problematic. The cows I ordered back in January still have not 

arrived and the sheep I ordered a few days later turned out to be disappointingly small so have been discarded. The 

cows were from the same supplier so I imagine they would also have been too small. I will search for some 

ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǿell according to my wife. However 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ Ωмф L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

I have also cleared out all my remaining 00 track and a couple of the 00 gauge locomotives. Really I still have too 

many so a few more will probably go. The money I get goes into my railway project fund. Updates suspended until 

the autumn unless something really special comes along.  

 



 



 

Friday 8th March 2019 

I seem to have spent a lot of evenings fiddling with the layout but initially looking at the latest picture, not a huge 

amount to show for it. However, a more detailed examination will show that large oval space on the RH side of the 

layout is now quite well populated. I have laid a road from the bridge ending in a level crossing over the n gauge and 

00 gauge tracks. Two small platforms replace the previous station/platform which I felt was too large for this part of 

the layout. One of the halts is Semington and the other Beanacre, both quite good replicas of the originals. 

On once side of the RH oval, as well as Beancre halt I now have the church and the Railway Arms pub. The 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǾŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ΨǿƻƻŘŜƴΩ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀǎΦ {ǘƛƭƭ 

festering about these. They are a Metcalfe item and the packet contains one small piece thick cardboard, pre-cut 

with the parts for the four tables and a small sheet of paper printed with a selection of umbrella tops which you have 

to cut out. You have to provide your own umbrella poles (paper clips in my case) and figure out how to attach them. 

They look ok but £4.50 seems like a rip-off when you consider that the school building on the other side and the 

café/shop which are both far more complex cost under £9 each.  Felt so strongly, that I sent an email to Metcalfe 

complaining ς well it made me feel better anyway.  

bƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ȅŜǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ Ƙƻǿ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊǘƘΩ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜŀōƭŜΦ L 

am also seeking inspiration on how to populate/decorate the area between the n gauge tack and the grey platform 

on the 00 track. Was thinking of a coal yard but not sure the shape lends itself to that.  

  

Saturday 16th February 2019 

I had a major change of plan just after my last update. I decided to decorate the part of the layout behind the Holt 

Station backdrop. To get better access I removed the backdrop and the larger backdrop at the back of the layout. 

This opened up all sorts of possibilities and in the end, I have dispensed with the centre backdrop altogether so that I 



can integrate the whole layout. The rear backdrop will be replaced eventually though I may use the panels from the 

centre section. Since then it has come on rather well and I am well advanced on the modelling of the LH side and 

centre section. Still no clear idea of what to do with the RH rear section other than to link it with a bridge but 

inspiration will strike in due course. Probably next winter as bikes and the garden are beginning to demand more of 

my time. 

 The pictures give a good idea of how it is progressing. In one of them you may be able to see the Castle class 

locomotive I bought last week. This now completes my wish list of locomotives. Not able to do much running of 

trains as the mess from the construction could damage the rolling stock. Still a lot to do but in the main it is adding 

fine detail rather than major construction. The only sad part is that I have yet to think of a way to use my lovely canal 

boat model ς ōǳǘΧ 

 



 

 

Tuesday 29th January 2019 



I have made a few more purchases in the last week or so. Some are just additional modelling supplies but I have 

bought some more rolling stock, a set of three mineral wagons which I will fill with coal in due course, plus a couple 

of GWR goods vans. More excitingly, I have bought a rather nice Farish 2-6-2 Prairie loco which you can see in the 

picture hitched up to the B set of carriages. In the siding is the black 0-6-0 PT (which is still on loan from Paul T) 

hitched to my collection of mineral wagons. In the background is the railcar waiting at the up platform and the GWR 

0-6-0 PT is in the yard with hitched to a set of goods wagons. Quite a pleasing display. To complete my collection I 

would like one more loco ideally a Hall or similar but I have not yet found anything suitable either at the dealers or 

on eBay. 

 

On interesting experiment which seems to have paid of is my shunter shown below. This is actually a home-made 

creation using a Kato 11-103 motorised chassis bought from Japan for the extortionate sum of £12.99 inc delivery. Its 

only an 0-4-0 (actually the basis of their trams) but all 4 wheels are powered and it will happily pull a full rack of 

wagons. The body is a from an American style caboose wagon (that was unusable as it had strange hitches) and 

needed very little trimming to make it fit. The two level design makes it look shunter like and the three holes I drilled 

at the back just about completed the illusion. I always run it backwards as it looks more realistic that way; very 

satisfying. It was bought mainly to provide a cheap & simple platform to experiment with radio control at some time 

but I think I will have to buy another for that project.  



 

Friday 25th January 2019 

Having more or less finished the main part of the n gauge layout, I have been giving attention to the 00 layout over 

the past couple of weeks. The picture below shows the RH end of the layout where the 00 track has been fenced and 

ballasted and a backdrop added. The corner by the controller now has a small row of terraced houses with a road in 

front and at the rear corner on the 00 layout is a small platform. There is also a platform and station on the n gauge 

track though I am not sure at this time if it will remain. My pride and joy is a very nice model canal boat which I 

picked up at the Calne MR show last weekend 



 

 

The next picture shows the LH end of the layout which I am really quite pleased with. The 00 track is ballasted and 

has a hedge along one side (running under the bridge past the station) to another small platform on the branch line. 

A fence runs along the far side of the layout. The mess of wires for the n gauge layout has been tidied and what 

remains is hidden under various sheds or under the tunnel. The inner circle of the n gauge track has been fully 

fenced and is a park area with a collection of horses and donkeys; sheep are grazing on the top of the hill. I did 

originally intend to put my model church up there but the sheep are far more appropriate. This certainly improves 

the appearance of the back part of the layout but in effect this only deals with 1/3rd of the area. For the moment I 

have run out of inspiration over what to do with the centre and RH sections of the rear of the layout.  This is made 

slightly more complex as I have to mix 00 and N gauge scenery. However, this seems to have worked ok on the LH 

side  


